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PREFACE 


My aim in compiling this book is to leave a record of my im- 
mediate family of Wells to which future generations may refer for 
authentic data on their line of ancestry. In doing this work [ have 
found in my wide scope of research that the people of the name can 
almost be grouped into one BIG FAMILY Ol WELLS. For. this 
reason | have published many outstanding, historical facts of achieve- 
ment which perpetuate the name, knowing that somewhere in’ the 
misty past the relationship was well established. 

The records herein were taken from Bibles, cemeteries, diaries, 
courts, papers, and county clerks offices all over America; and t wish 
to thank everyone who so courteously responded to my thousands 
of letters of enquiry, which made possible this huge record of the 
Wells family. 

This is my third book to compile. The other two were “History 
of Cumberland County,” which met with a wide demand; aud 
“Lessons in Verse,” written in true iambic, trochaic, dactylic, and 
anapaestic meters, with a moral lesson hidden in every poem. ‘This 
book contains the autobiography of the author, 

The writer of the three books has spent hours, days, and years 
on the work, besides thousands of dollars for research, travel, and 
publications, all of which have been a great sacrifice, with the hope 


that someone will be helped after he shall have passed on, 


J. WW. Wents 
1957 


WELLS ORIGINAT. 


Just how far back the name Wells dates has never been known, 
and it never will be known. If it originated during the dark history 
of Hurope and was put before our eyes today, it would be unrecog- 
nizable because of the mystic spellings through all the different 
antiquated languages. Prior to the year 1000, roughly speaking, 
people bore only given names, but with the increasing of families 
and the perplexity of civil societies, a more specific designation had 
to be adopted. So the only clue was to give to all members of each 
family group a sire or surname. Very few characters of Bible time 
had surnames. They were just Paul, John, Moses, ‘Timothy, and 


Luke. 


A few centuries following the year of 500 A.D., known as the 
“Dark Ages,” Europe was harassed with one war after another and 
was overrun by barbarian countries from every side, which con- 
fused existing names and at the same time added new ones to the 
ones already adopted. 


The first Wells name that we were able to throw a lasso over 
was in Normandy, France, in the year of 794 A.D. This was after 
the barbarian Normans from the Scandinavian Peninsula dad made 
a lasting settlement in northern France which still bears their name— 
Normandy, This first Wells name was spelled V-a-u-x ino lrench. 
The group were pious Frenchmen who congregated in a marked 
district known as Vaux colony. The dignitaries of Normandy and 
Flanders, France, adopted the Latin spelling of the namne—"de 
Vallibus.”” The reason “V" was used instead of “W" was that the 
stylish Latin Janguage had neither "J" nor “W"; the “lV and 
“V" being their substitutes, TTence, if you were to turn back the 
pages of time 1500 years the name June Wells would be “Tuna 
Vallibus” which typified “strong.” 


A great change in our family, as well as that of other families, 
took place following the year 1066 when William the Conqueror 
crossed the Hnglish Channel with 60,000 of his Norman subjects and 
took possession of England which had been bequeathed him by 
King Edward, He at once divided the island and allotted certain 
sections to different groups of related families. Two families of 
Wellses we find in this host of migrants were Robert de Wells from 
Normandy, and Jocelyn de Wells from Tlanders, Hrance, Robert 
was granted lands by William the Conqueror in Dorsetshire County, 
and Jocelyn was given lands in Nottinghamshire County, 
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2 The Bie Wells Family 


On the Muglish side of the channel the family had orthographic 
chanves very much resembling those of today, They were: de 
Wells, Welles, Wellys, de Wellys, Wills, Walls, and Wells, the last 
of which became the American signature. The little “de,” a -Latin 
preposition was soon dropped from our name as well as many others, 
It meant “from” or “of.” A few years after the Conquest, the King 
of Mnugland appointed nine committees to solicit: surmames. — ‘They 
labored incessantly on this) from nine different sources, namely: 
Ocenpation, Resident, Office, Costumes, Birds, Fishes, Animals, 
Bodily and Mental Characteristics. Ours had fallen into the Occupa- 
tion list-operators of wells. (lor full details see Wells “History of 
Cumberland County,” 19-47. ) 

Prior to, and after the Norman Conquest, the countries of Murope 
were seriously concerned about religious matters. Infidels were 
rampant. ‘Phe Turk infidels had) gotten control of the Holy City, 
Jerusalem. This bred antagonism in the minds and hearts of the 
Christian rulers and Taymen of Murope and excited the indignation 
of the Pope who at once called a Council at Clermont, Prance, with 
the whole clergy and hundreds of Jaymen attending. This meeting 
led to the establishment of am enormous army of men from lurope 
and Mngland) volunteering to march to Jerusalem and arrest) the 
Holy City from the infidels. This was in 1096, and they were known 
as the “Crusaders.” The seven crusades covered a period of one 
hundred and seventy-five years and the only pay the participants 
received was a promise from the Pope that the sins would be for- 
given of all who made the trip, and a heavenly reward after death, 

Among the host of crusaders we find several by the name of 
Wells, some of them returning and some not returning, Simon de 
Wells went with Richard the Liou-hearted, King of England, in the 
Third Crusade T1190 ALD. and was made Bishop of Wells County 
upon his retarn. Three other grandchildren of Jocelyn Wells became 
prominent in ngland. One was Tlugo de Wells who was made 
Lord Chancellor of England; Jocelyn de Wells Bishop of Bath aad 
Wells counties; Nicholis de Wells, Eabassador to Planders, Mrance. 
(this was the home of his grandparents.) The names of Tugo and 
Jocelyn are sealed on the face of the historic document of Hugland, 
June 19, 1215, known as the Magna Charta, 

The crusade herein described was the result of a peculiar in- 
stitute, organized in Murope about the beginning of the eleventh 
century, known as “Knighthood.” Mach knight was required to be 
brave, truthful, kind, courteous, and obedient. Thetr swords were 
devoted to God and under a solemn oath they bound themselves. to 
use them only for the cause of the weak or for those religiously 
oppressed, ‘Phe initiation was simple, lirst the applicant was 


Wells Original 3 


given a bath to wash away his sin; second, he was then dressed in 
pure white representing purity; third, he was dressed in scarlet mean- 
ing that he would shed blood for righteousness; lastly, he was clad 
in black armor to show he was ready at any time to meet death, 
This armor was made of irou linked over the entire body for pro- 
tection against his enemy. Mducation was also a qualification, and 
he was always addressed as “Sir” We find a great many “Sir Wells” 
maumes On record, 


SECOND EMIGRANTS 
About 1125 A.D..a Harold) de, Vaux (Wells), and his three 


sons, Hubert, Rudolph, and Robert, moved from Normandy to lng- 
land. The first two were granted lands in Cumberland County, Mug- 
land, and Robert was granted the Barony in Norfolk County, (The 
property of barons passed to each following generation.) — Vhis 
Hubert married and had) Robert and William.  tbubert’s William 
became the progenitor of the noted lssex branch and his brother 
was the progenitor of the Lincolushire branch of Wellses. Lincoln- 
shire Robert intermarricd with Royalty and reared William, Oliver, 
and PHenry. Vhe William of these three sous married and had four 
sons~William, Robert, Adam, and Oliver. The Robert of these four 
brothers married and reared seven sons—Robert, William, Oliver, 
John, Philip, Roger, aud Hugh, all in Norfolk County. And Adam, 
second of the four sons of William of Norfolk above, reared another 
William, and this William had one son named Adam, and this Adam 
reared Robert who was the father of another Adam, his last Adam 
had a som named John, this Jolin had one son named udo who 
married Maud Greystock and had Sir Leo. This Leo married Joanne 
Waterson and reared Sir Richard (called Lord Wells). Sir Richard 
married Joan Willoughby and had Sir Robert and Joane. 


LATER ClNSUS 


Gilbert Wells, Norfolk, 1273; Henry of Norfolk, 1329; Johanuese 
Yorkshire, 1379; Thomas of Sussex County who married a Miss 
Weston, 1460, and had Jolin who married Miss Shelly and had Phomias 
who married Cillie Walsingham aud reared Robert, James, Thomas, 
John, Austin, Elinor, and Margaret. Many of these belonged: to the 
Nobility of Mugland, 


AMERICAN WELLS 


Now comes the task finding the first Wells family that) crossed 
the waters to America, Historians do not agree. 1 find: that) none 
of the name were on the Mayflower, 1620, that set her one hundred 
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4- The Bie Wells Family 


and one pilgrims on Plymouth Rock, Mass. Tlowever, Massachusetts 
soon became the Janding place of numerous families. Connecticut 
had a few immigrants, The SOUTITERN BRANCLE nearly altogether 


disembarked on the shores of Virginia, 


Norruiern BraNncueks 


Hfawh and Thomas Wells, called kinsmen, descendants of Robert 
de Wells of Essex County, Ingland, came to Boston, Mass., about 
1635, 

Itugh married Frances —— and had Thomas, Hugh, and John 
Thomas of these three sons settled at Tadley, Mass., about 1652. 
Hugh of the three sous married Mary Rusco in 1647 and reared John, 
Mary (she died and the next girl baby was named Mary as was 
the custom), Mary, Rebecca, and Sarah. John, the third son, reared 
his family at Hatfield, Conn. Thomas Wells, the kinsman, before 
leaving England married Alice Tomes who bore him six children— 
John, ‘Phomas, Samuel, Mary, Ann, and Sarah. Tle was one of the 
first proprictors of Boston, Tlis first wife, Alice, died in 1646 and he 
married HFlizabeth Ioote (no issue) after which he was elected 
Covernor of Connecticut twice, 1655-58, 


Another Thomas Wells came from Mssex County, England, in 
1635 and settled at Tpswich, Mass. Tn England he married Abigail 
Warner and reared eight children—Nathaniel, John, Thomas, Sarah, 
Abigail, Mlizabeth, Hannah, and Lydia. 


A William Wells, who was a descendant of Harold de Vaux 
of Lincolnshire County, Mngland, settled at Lyin, Mass., about 1635, 
In 1610 he moved to Long fsland where he founded and was pro- 
prictor of the town of Southold. [lis wife, Bridget Tuthill, died 
and he married Marie Young who gave him nine children—Bethia, 
Abigail, William, Patience, Mary, Joshua, Mahitable, Deborah, and 
An, 


Another Thomas Wells settled at New London, Conn., about 
GIS. fe married Naoma —— and to them were born seven children— 


‘Joseph, Thomas, Mary, Ruth, Sarah, John, and Nathaniel. Ife moved 


his hig family to Tpswich, che to Westerly, R. £, before 1700. 

Other Wells families were Richard, 1638, at Lynn; George who 
went from Lynn, Mass., to Southampton, Long Island, 1640; Edward 
at Boston, 1644; James who came from tneland to Tadden, Mass., 
1650, and he and Elizabeth had five children James, Phomias, lMéliza- 
beth, Mary, and Susan. Peter who lived at Kingston, Re L, 1667, 
had Thomas, John, Peter, and several girls. Jol of another family 
lived at Newbury, Mass, and had one son, William, 


phan i” 
a% 
‘ 

MS 
Pidtia 
hy ; 

f 
Fb 
+ 
: 
i \" oh 
, 
; 
§ 
‘ ‘or wah 
; 
i} - 
=~ 
, va a) 


75 


if beard iss 


tortn a} 


i 4 bal 


Southern Wells Families 5 


SOUTITERN WELLS FAMILIES 


The southern Wells families here quoted are said to be settlers 
direct from Mngland, but bam of the opinion some of them were 
of the same families who settled first in the North astern States as 
previously mentioned. A greater per cent of the early settlers of 
Kentucky came from Virginia, yet ft find some of them first landed 
on the shores of Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Rhode Ishuid, New 
York, and Maryland. Pioneer days were restless days. Discontent- 
ment never gets aiman anywhere. Fabulous tales of what was farther 
head undermined contentment, yet it is trae that hundreds of 
families who made the first settlements still have their progeny 
clinging to the same Jands and homes of one and two centuries 
previous, 


FIRST U.S: GENSUS. 1790 


A Thomas Wells of the Virginia Company is said to be the first 
of the name to see the New World in 1620, Following Dim into 
Virginia in 1635 were Gregory, Robert, and Richard. Then a William 
Wells settled in Mlizabeth City County, Va., in 1636. Three) lam- 
ilies came to three different counties in Virginia the same year, 1637; 
Jonathan in Henrico County; Robert in Norfolk County; Richard 
in Charles City County. John followed the Jast named Richard: in 
1638 and Hdimund in 1642. Mdward came to Isle of Wight County in 
1643; William to Northumberland County and George to Plenrico 
County in 1645. Thomas to Norfolk County in 1647, and Richard and 
John to Northumberland County in 1650, Another ‘Thomas Wells 
who married Mary ——, scattered many kin over Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi from 1677 onward. 


IN tins RevoLurionany Wan Seven Or THE 


THiInreeN CoLonivs Revresien rep 


A large number of the name fought in the Revolutionary War as 
common soldiers but 1 here give a list of the Officers that  dis- 
tinguished themselves in the War: Massachusetts furnished Lt. Ben- 
jamine, Lt. Col David, Lt. Henry, Lt. James, and Capt. Thomas; 
Connecticut furnished: Capt. Hezekiah, It. Col Jonathan, Capt. 
Roger, Capt. Samuel, Lt. Bayzee, Capt. Chester, Lt. James, Colo Levi 
and Col. Stephen; Rhode Island: Hnsign Stephen and Capt. Thomas; 
Delaware only one, Capt. James; Pennsylvania one, Lt, James; New 
Hiunpshire: Capt. Joshua, and Vermont, Capt. Thomas, 


. 
E- 


(3 The Big Wells Family 


FIRST U.S. CINSUS, 1790 


Below will be given the Wells families residing in Pennsylvania 


in 1790, 
16; Vhird, females: 
County 
Abraham—Milfin 
Benjamin—Notfin 
Alexander—Washington 
Alexander—\Washington 
Benjunin—Washington 
Mdintnd—Washington 
Mdinund—Washington 
GCeorge—Washington 
Henry—Washington 
Charley—Washington 
Joseph—Washington 
Richard—Washington 
‘Tom -Washington 
Tom—Washington 
‘Vom—Washington 
Charley—Washington 
Benjamin—lrayette 
David—Fayette 
Joseph—Fayette 
Levi~ Payette 
Samucl—Payette 
Tom Fayette 
Tennis—Payette 
Ben-N. Umberland 
John—N. Uiberland 
David--N. Ampton 
Willtain—N, Ampton 
Williian—N. Aimpton 
Mdintind—Philadelphia 
Garvin Philadelphia 
Gideon—Philadelphia 


Codtrey Philadelphia 


(ner) 


| 99 


(barb) 


County 
Jane—Philadelphia 
John—Philadelphia 
Martha—Philacdelphia 


Philip—Philadelphia 
Richard—Philadelphia 


William—Philadelphia 
William—Philadelphia 
Williaan—Philadelphia 
I liza—Montgomery 
Henry—Montgomery 


lsaac—Montgomery 
James—Montgomery 
Joseph—Montgomery 
Michacl—Montgomery 
Poter—Montgomery 
Geo,—Lancaster 
Hlenry—York 
Samuel—York 
Ilenry—Berks 
Isaac—Berks 
Joseph—Berks 
Mordisai—Berks 
Joseph—Berks 
James—Bedlord 
Joln—Chester 
Jonathan—Chester 
William—Chester 
John—Wesmorland 
Danicl—Wesmorland 
Jonathan—Bucks 
Moses—Delaware 
William—Allegheny 


First column, males over 16; Second column, males under 


0-0-1 
2.1.9 
0-0-1 
(spin) 
1-0-0 
1-6-1 
(iron) 
2-0-7 
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Iirst UL S. Census 1790 2 


First Census of Virginia 1782-1790 gave the number of whites 


and blacks; 


County isfy anhs County Wi: 
Klias—Fluvanna 8 17 John—Pittsylvania ey) 
lredrick—Powatan 6 | John—Albemiarle 5 () 
Ae ak | Indward i : Joseph-—Chestertield <peedas) 
360.—Oranye - | ici tat plate heen 
Geo,—Stafford Oink Ra Ths Nae me 
Lt. Henry—Nansemond Grass. ‘ Aarti Neste MAVEN Meo 
Henry—Norfolk 5 Q Phinehas—arrison Tone 
James—Ambherst re) S Samuel- Sussex 1 | () 
Jesse—Mecklenburg 5 0  Vhomas—Albemarle Sot) 


North Carolina gave the whites only 


County County 
Barnaby—Anson i) John—Stokes S 
Geo,—Anson ) John Rutherford Z 
Conrad—Lincoln 4 Tom—Edgecomb ( 

; James—Lincoln 5) Leonard —Mdgecomb 9 
Williaamn—Lincoln alone Att! ‘ 
Micajah—Mdgecoub 7 
Isaauc~—Orangye alone ay 
Mars, ~— —Ilalifia a 
Joseph—Oranve lone é ) 
\ pe A eee a rd SAN 
Janes—Caswell alone pe pac ae ; 
James—Surry 4 Surah—Bertie . 
’ 4 {3 Ss ahie ( 
Joel—Bladen G Pon Bor tic J 
Johu—Beuford | lom—Rowen | 
Irances—lranklin y| Win.—Mecklenburg -{ 
John—lranklin 2 John—Sailsbury 5 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS 
Besides the list of Wells Officers heretofore mentioned who served 
through the Revolutionary War are here listed some common soldiers, 


New [LAM psu 
Ebenezer Wells 
Peter Wells 
Sargeant Wells 
Timothy Wells 
Kdward Wells 
James Wells 
John Wells 
Paul Wells 
Samuel Wells 
Stephen Wells 
Thomas Wells 
Reuben Wells 
Benjamin Wells 


Kalward Wells 
Jacob Wells 
Daniel Wells 


M ASSACIIUSISP TS 
Alexander Wells 
Andrew Wells 


Aenjamin Wells 


John Wells 
Johu Wells 
Jonathan Wells 
Joseph Wells 
Joshua Wells 
Joseph Wells 


Levi Wells 
Moses Wells 
Nathan. Wells 
Nathaniel Wells 


Thomas Wells 


MAINi 

Richard Wells 
Robert Wells 
William Wells 


Decawane 
Win. Wells 
Benjamin Wells 
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4 The Big Wells Family 
AN ESSEX BRANCITI 


Pinsr: Genera TiION 


The Thomas Wells heretofore mentioned in this writing, who 
came from lssex County, England, settled at Ipswich, Mass., in 1635, 
wd seemed to have married the same year Abigail Warner, daughter 
of John Warner of that town. They reared eight children as follows: 
Nathaniel, John, Thomas, Sarah, Abigail, Elizabeth, Hannah, and 
Lydia. 


SECOND GENERATION 


Nathaniel married Lydia Thurley in 1661 and to them were born 
seven children: Abigail (1662); Martha (1664, dec.); Sarah (1665); 
Nathaniel (1667); Lydia (1668); Tom (1673); Tlannah & Elizabeth 
(1676). Nathan, the father, was selected to fill several official capaci- 
ties of his town and in 1681 he died intestate. fis widow, Lydia, 
was appointed administrator and in 1694 she married a Mr. Jmerson. 

Rev. Thomas Wells (1646-1734) of Thomas and Abigail m. Lydia, 
daughter of William Warner of Amesbury, Mass., and reared cight 
children. [le was a minister for over 50 years. Most of his children 
died young. [lis daughter Abigail m. Sam Bartlett in 1704; Elizabeth 
mm. Moses Chase in 1709, 

John (of Thomas and Abigail) was bor 1649, died 1677. Ie im. 
Sarah Littlefield to whom were born John, Thomas, Patience, and 
Sarah. John was granted by his father 350 acres in Wells Town, 
Maine. Sarah (of Thomas and Abigail) m. John Massy; Abigail in. 
Nathan Treadwell; llizabeth im. John Burnam (1669); Hannah im. a 
At. Rogers; Lydia m. a Mr. Rope. 


Tuirnp GrnkenaTvION 


Nathan 3 (Nathan 2, Tom) m. Mary (d. 1721). Their children: 
Abigail (1693) m. John Yell (1715); Mary (1697) m, Tom Bennett 1717; 
Nathan (1699) m. Sarah Kinsman in 1723. Ile died 1790; Moses (1701) 
m. HMunice Kinsman in 1724; Sarah (1703) m. Nathan Kimball in 1721; 
Lydia im. Jacob Smith; Daniel (1709). 

Thomas Wells 3 (Nathan 2, Tom 1) born 1673, died 1736, 1m. 
Mlizabeth and had, Joln (1696) m. Mary Phillips; Sarah (1698) m. 
Joseph Tfarradan; Jonathan (1702); Anna (1706-1801) taught school 
55 years; David (1708) m. Sarah Wilcomb; Lydia (1709); Tom (1713) 
m. Sarah tlart; Joseph im. Hannah; Miary (1738). 

Abigail 3 (Nathan 2, Yom 1) m. lédmond Potter and had Nath. 
mw. Hannah Patch; Elizabeth (1681); Edmund (1683) m, Merch Quarles; 
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An Essex Branch 9) 


Elizabeth (1794) m. Nath. Dean. It was the custom to name two the 
same in a family if one died young. 


Fountit GENERATION 


Nath. 4 (Nath. 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1699-1790) m. Sarah Kinsman 
and had Sarah (1724) m. Nath. Lord; Elizabeth (1726) m. Adam 
Smith; Mary (1728) m. Gideon Parker; Susannah (1730) m. Eplram 
Smith; Lidia and) Lucy (1732); Nath. (1734) am. Lucey Goodhue; 
Abigail (1738) m. John Kinsman; Hepziba (1740) im. Nememiah Patch; 
Simeon (1742) m, Martha Burnam; Hannah (1745); John (1748), 

Insign Moses Wells 4 (Nath. 3, Nath 2, Tom 1) (1701) m. Eunice 
Kinsman and had John (1725); Capt. Moses (1727) m. Mary Harris; 
Bemsley (1730-1770); Joseph (17382) m. Sarah Brown; Eunice (1735) 
in. Wm. Brown; Lucy (1739) m. Jerry Lord; Aaron (1742) m. Mary 
Wallace. 

Daniel 4 (Nath. 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) m. Sarah —— and had, 
Margaret (1730); Mary (1732); Sarah (1786); Lydia (1743) m. Sam 
Wallace, Jr. 

John Wells 4 (Tom 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) m. Mary Phillips and had 
Jonathan (1727); Mary (1729). 

David wells 4 (Tom 8, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1708) m. Elizabeth Wil- 
comb and had, Elizabeth (1738) m. Daniel Badger; Sarah (1744) 1m. 
Joseph Holland; David (1749); Richard (1755). 

Tom 4 (Tom 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) m,. Sarah Hart and had John 
(1793); Jonathan (1741) m. Hannah Smith; Hannah (1744); William 
(1749) mn, Hannah Mansfield; Dudley; Sarah, and Elizabeth (1757) im. 
Nath. Lord. 


Firrit GENERATION 


Jonathan Wells 5 (Jno. 4, Tom 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1717) m, Anna 
Lovall and had a son, Alexander (1748). 

Jonathan Wells 5 (Tom 4, Tom 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1741-1793) 
m. Martha Hodkins and second, Hannah Smith, Their children: 
Martha who m. Wm. Dunbar from Ireland, 1793; John (1772) im. 
Klizabeth Kinsman; Jonathan (1775) m. Lydia Sweet; Hannah (1505). 

Capt. Nathan Wells 5 (Nath. 4, Nath. 3, Nath. 2, Tom. 1) 
(1734-1810) m. Lucy Goodhue, and had Nath, and Susannah who im. 
Win. Seward 1796. 

Capt. Moses Wells 5 (Moses 4, Nath. 3, Nath, 2, Tom 1) 
(1727-1767) m. Mary Harris and to them were born John (1750); 
Moses (1751-1828); Mary (1755). 
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1() The Big Wells Family 


Besley Wells 5 (Moses 4, Nath. 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1730) m, 
Ruth Andrew. No children, 


Joseph Wells’S (Moses 4, Nath. 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1732). in. 
Munice Smith and had Joseph (1767); iurice (1769); Moses (1771). 


Sixtit CENERATION 


Jonathan Wells 6 (Jonathan 5, Tom 4, Tom 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) 
(1779) mer Lydia Sweet. ands to them were Iori) Lydia, (1799) im, 
Horace Searle; Jonathan (1804) m. lanor Tlarris; Benjamin (1808) 
mi. Sarah Platchenson, 


John Wells 6 (Jonathan 5, Tom 4, Tom 3, Nath. 2, Tom 1) (1772- 
1834) m. Ilizabeth Kinsman, 


Philemon Wells m,. Elizabeth Loney and had Sarah (1766); Phile- 
mon (1768-1836); Authony (1769); John who m. Bertha Day. 


THE ESSEX AND LINCOLNSIIMRE BRANCIE 


All family trees of modern times had a single beginning but the 
task comes in following every limb from its source to the many ex- 
treme twigs. Nevertheless, the cedar limb is cedar from its beginning 
to its ending. 

Many of the Wells immigrants to Kentucky from other states 
in the early days of our history seemed to have a contented mind, 
just so they landed on the bosom of Old Kentucky, it made no dif- 
ference where. Tlence, dozens of families of the best American 
blood seemed to wish to stay in the caster mountains of the state, 

A Richard Wells, whose record proves he served through the 
Revolutionary War, was born in Philadelphia in 1760 and died) in 
Kentucky in 1838. dle married Susan Tutchenson (1775-1862) in 
Scott County, Va, in 1797, and came to Kentucky and bought a home 
on Jolin’s Creek, Mloyd County, in 1820, dle became the father by 
Susan of eleven children, as follows: George (1800-1857); Andrew; 
Moses; Ilizabeth; Rosa; Peter; John; Martha; Agnes; Dr. William 
Green, and Mary. George being the oldest child) would naturally 
show many of the other children also were born before Richard 
came to Kentucky. Lf shall here sketch the eleven children: 


George came to Jolson County where lie married Nancy 
Butcher, They had ten children. 


Andrew om. tlyta Mobley and reared two, Morgan and William. 


Mosesan. Martha Hillman and had nine. fle was road supervisor 
bi LoD, 
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The Essex and Lincolnshire Branch 1] 


Elizabeth m. John Tillman and reared six. The Uillmans were 
Dutch blooded. 

Rosa m. Spencer Spears and had ten, most of whom reside in 
Big Sandy Valley. 

Peter m. Mary Hager and reared ten, They lived in) Boyd 
County, Ky. 

John, Martha, and Agnes I failed to get. 

Dr. William Green Wells im. Mary Butcher in 1838 in Johnson 
County and had twelve children, as follows: Richard M., Moses, 
Aaron, Win, A., Susannah, Marcus L. King, Sarah, Nancy J., John 
P., Chas. J. Mary, and Julia. T will here sketch this family, but 
before I do so 1 wish to say that Dr. W. G. Wells was the progenitor 
of many influential families and his own children grew into useful 
citizens both in church and state, and to this day the noble blood 
still courses through the veins of his offspring. 

Richard M. im. Susan Meek and had, Richard, Jn, Wm. C., Jane, 
and Dollie. They all moved to Greasy Creck in Jolmson County, 
in .1837, 

Moses, no data. 

Aaron first m. a Ward and had five children, next m. a Porter 
and had six more children, 

Win, A. Wells im. Mary Hicks, dau. of Isaac Hicks of Johnson 
County, and had 13 children towit: W. G., Jenny Lee, Isaac, Co J., 
Malissa, Sarah, Moses, Dr. J. A. Wlizabeth, Richard Crover, Joli 1, 
Mibridge D., German C. (Gus), 

Susannah (of Dr. W. G.) m. Samuel Clark and had two sons 
and three daughters. 

Marcus L. King (of Dr. W. G.) was a spirited worker in many 
walks of life. He was educated in the common schools where he 
made inarks of ability and at the age of 15. volunteered and enlisted 
as a soldier in Company C, 45th taf. of Kentucky, where lhe was 
made a corporal and was twice wounded. After his discharge le im, 
exer Meek who gave him nine children to wit: Sally, W. C., Pauline, 
Shadrack, Dr. J. P., Marcus Lynn, Mdmund, Zephaniah, and Golda, 
Marcus L, King served as Surveyor, Justice of the Peace, teacher, and 
merchant of Greasy Creek Community. Tle gave his children au 
education, 

Sarah (of Dr. W, G.) m. FHli Hinkle. —— 

Nancy (of Dr. W. G.) in. J. db. Hollett. —— 

John P, (1854 ——) (of W. G.) an. Julia Hh. Buckingham and 
reared six children to wit: Jimison Kendrick, Virginia, Walter 'S,, 
Hubert, Geneva, and Byron, Johu Py was a successful teacher in the 
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Pa The Bie Wells Family 


common schools of Kentucky and in 1883 was elected to the Legis- 
lature to represent Ployd and Johnson counties. fle had been ad- 
mitted to the Kentucky Bar in 1877 and like the most of this group 
became affiliated with the Democratic Party. OF J. P.’s family, J. k. 
Wells (1885-1926) m. Mary Ruth Long in 19I4 and to them were 
born four children to wit: John K., Margaret I., Miriam, and Vir- 
vinta, John Kem. Margaret Jenkins. John K. is, at the time of this 
writing, Circuit Judge of his district and lives at Paintsville, Ky. He 
isa very popular Judge. Margaret (dec.) m. a Mr; Cooley, Miriam 
mi. Robert Leonard. Virginia m. a Mr. Cullett, 


Virginia (1888-1916) (of John P.) m. Volney Taylor and have 
Lafayette and” Virginia, 

Walter (of J. P.) m. Emma Archer and have Margaret and 
eimima A, 

Byron (of J. P.) m. Sofa Meek and have Robert Lee and Walter 
SOLE ; 

Geneva (of J. P.) m. Robert Splane and have Julia, Mary, and 
Vincent D, 

Jimison Kendrick Wells was a graduate of the University of 
Louisville in 1907 and he and his father, J. P. Wells, formed the law 
firin of Wells & Wells. After the latter’s death, Zepheniah Wells as- 
sumed the partnership which still exists at Paintsville, Ky. J.B. Wells, 
is a son of this family of Wellses. Tle is at this time Rural Road Coimn- 
missioner of Kentucky under Governor Chandler (1957). 

Drs. Kenneth and Denver Wells, both Optometrists with offices 
at Jamestown, Ky., are ollsprings of the Lincolnshire Branch through 
Andrew Wells of Perry County, Ky., whose son Ielix G. Wells (1886) 
m. Alice Ann Sparkman in JOT! and had Omer (1912); Jean (1915); 
May (1917); Connie (1919); Phyllis (1921); Minta (1923); Denver 
(1926), and Kenneth (1929), 


WELLS TRANSACTIONS OF VIRGINIA 
AND MARKIAGIS 


AMELIA CouNTY 


Richard Wells from Win, Pride, 1738 
Barnaby Wells from Win, Watson, 1745 
lilmer Wells from Rich. Town, 1753 
Abraham Wells from Simon Powell, 1763 
Thomas T. Wells from Dan ‘Talley, 1794 
Joseph Wells from Win, ‘Thompson, 175-4 
Nichard Wells to Richard Pucket, 170 
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Places Honoring the Name 13 


Barnaby Wells to Wm. Watson, 1745 

Win, Wells, Jr, to Robt. Stoker, 1746 

Barnaby Wells to B. Zachary, 1750 

Barnaby and wife to John Giles, 1750 

Micajah Wells and Sarah to RK. Holt, 175-4 

The estate of John Wells, 1756, by Micajah Wells, Adim., total 
38 pounds, JO shillings, and nine pence. 

The will of Baker Wells, September 9, 1774, names Mary, his 
wife, son Paschel, and brother Michael Benjamin Masley, Adin, 
total estate 388 pounds and 7 shillings. 

Two marriages in Amelia County—Thomas Wilson Wells to Polly 
Farley, 1803, and John Wells to Lucy Newman, 1510, 


Prince Epwanp Country 


Sarah Wells from Win. Brown, 1762; Abner Wells from Mr. 
Blankenship, 1786; Fredrick Wells from: —— Tabb, 1775; Joseph Wells 
from Richard Burks, 1792; Abner from Win. Whitlock, 1795; Iredrick 
Wells, daughter Prudence, m. Obediah Meadows, 1786, 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY 


Abner Wells im, Martha Mlourney in 1782; Josie Wells m. Ben 
Haley, 1603; Lazarus Wells im. Mary Foster in 1797, 


LUNENBURG CouNTY 


John Wells and son John paid their tithe in 1748-1752; Thomas 
paid tithe 1751-1752; Barnett in 1752 and Mlijah paid tithe in 1761. 


PirrsyLVANIA County 


Littleberry Wells m. Fanny Moody in 1794; Clarissa m, Sherwood 
Pearson in 1804; John m. Fanny Seay in 1805. 


PLACES HONORING TITLE NAMI: 


Weatspunc, N.Y, 

Capt. Abner Wells (1737-1797) a son of Tlenry Wells (1690- 
1760), and wife, Dorothy Asmon (1700-1754) all lived at Southold, 
L. £, until Abner patented 420 acres in Chemung County, N. Y., 
in 1791 on which a thriving village sprung up which honored his 
name. Abner was a graduate of Princeton University, fle married 
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ie The Big Wells Family 


Mary Case before leaving Long Island, in 1758, to whom eight chil- 
dren were born—John C. (1761); Mary (1762); Abner (1765); Kath- 
erine (1767); Ienry (1770);. Benjamin, (1772); Ilita. (1775), and 
Obediah (1778). Henry served as Judge and Sheriff and the other 
olfspring of Captain Abner were associated with the civil, educational, 
and religious institutions of the country around for more than a 
gentury following, 


WELLs, MICH. 


Wells, the County Seat of Delta County, Mich., was named in 
honor of Daniel Wells, Jr., of Milwaukee, who was president of the 
Ludington Lumber Company organized in 1851, at Wells on the 
Upper Peninsula on the north shore of Green Bay. Daniel owned 
dozens of mills in the great white pine forests of that part of Michigan. 


WELLSVILLE, N. Y, . 
Wellsville is the County Seat of Allegany County, N. Y., and 


was named in honor of Gardner Wells, a pioneer settler of the place 
about 1826. It is in the western part of New York and became an 
independent township in 1856. The last week in June, 1957, the 
town celebrated its anniversary. 


DEVELOPING OUR MOTHER STATIE—VIRGINIA 


Kentucky, at one time being a county of Virginia, would sug- 
vest the belief that most of the early Kentuckians were people from 
Virginia, which was to a great extent true, 

Where did the Virginians come from? Most of them came from 
the British Isles, but occasionally shiploads would come from France, 
Germany, and the other European countries. Ships were imianned 
by sails or oars then and it took from two to three months to make 
the trip from foreign countries 

What kind of people came and what prompted them to yk 
the trip? From England came farmers, mechanics, preachers, hunters, 
fishermen, refugees, prisoners, and “gentlemen.” This last class were 
those who never had worked and never would, but expected to get 
rich by chance. 

Virginia was named for Queen Elizabeth, the Virgin Queen, On 
June 22, 1607, the first shipload of 105 persons were set ashore at a 
place called: Jamestown, named for King James, Tifty-two of these 
were “gentlemen.” By January, 1608, half of the entire crew had died 
of dysentery and analaria, Ship after ship load kept) coming, aud 
score after score kept dying. Ships would leave the mother country 
in the spring and would be on the waters so long that their time- 
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Developing Our Mother State-Virginia 


worn bodies would be in poor condition and not able to brave the 
mosquitoes and the contaminated waters of the New World. 


On September 10, 1608, Captain Newport arrived with his two 
ships—the Mary and Margaret—loaded mostly with women settlers, 
to find only 60 men alive of the 550 who had previously disembarked, 
May 23, 1609, nine other ships loaded with settlers left Mngland 
headed for Virginia, One of them, with its entire group, was lost 
and one was wrecked on the Burmuda tslands, The other seven, 
with 400 settlers, reached Virginia in the fall. The 140 men on the 
wrecked ship on the Burmuda Island were kept busy all winter mak- 
ing two other ships with which they set sail for Virginia, which they 
reached in late May. Captain Newport and Sir Thomas Gates found 
but few living when they arrived and it was soon decided to pick 
up the surviving few and sail back home, bidding Virginia good-bye 
for good. As they were coasting down the James River, to. their 
surprise, they met Captain Brewster with a message for Gates from 
Lord Delaware to stay at Jumestown, They retraced their steps and 
remained there, 


In spite of the high rate of mortality, immigrants kept flocking 
to the rich soils of the New World. he country was divided into 
plantations ranging from 1,000 to 60,000 acres in size and each 
plantation was required to have a borough on it. This was for 
political convenience, Every man was allowed the fruit of his labor 
every other mouth of the year, while the other alternate months it 
went into the common fund, or for the needy. This bred. trifleness 
many times and led Cept. Johu Smith to publish) his declaration 
that, “he who would not work should mot) eat.” 


Many new plants were discovered which the world had never 
known. One was Indian Corn which furnished the stall of life for 
the neweomers; another was tobacco. Tobacco had long been used 
by the Indians who taught the white man how to use it. Queen 
Mlizabeth indorsed its use before she passed on but it was John 
Rolfe, who married Pocahontas, that introduced it to the dignitaries 
of London, ft soon became the money crop of Virginia, Bear in 
mind the extent of Virginia at that time, given by her Second Charter 
of 1609, which placed the Great Lakes as her northern territory; 
Florida her southern, and the Pacific Ocean her western boundary, 
with Kentucky, Ohio, HWlinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin 
only her counties. 


The first shipload of tobacco ever shipped across the ocean was 
from Jamestown, July 1, 1613. [t cost 72 cents per pound in America 
and sold in England for $2.25 per pound. (This was dark tobacco, 
for barley was not discovered until [S64.) ‘Pobacco was a legal 


‘( t ; Nec Be, : DAR ‘ bear ly Coe 
ny “we Wl A) SORES 1 ip ae hy 


Cece ace nt WHO gaia 


sill vind ia Shi for tin HOU Badies tener enh wil bole ebbbodd 
THO ant ad) fu ersten Heabiadicus descr cobh tytids een Yi 


ae 
Ovel til Mie tisvin sow ebay Mies Ouchi tego i 
A1oltoe aang they pl tetited bobnol-teoge ht Signs eu e ate 
Aspbiicheracile nebicvmieoiey dad tile, BR ol ty oils pea Ue lity ty 
Vrvajalinggnct rot zivkh}ue Hive bobeel apie aly salty GOR is @ + 
w sputny aiileas 2b ritigs tro fe yy ah? ya) \ eb yield _ 
Moves se oAlY Ayele)  Whiaicsald: iy nd) Leia kit esse bts 
“gly srt) ceadee, ef ai? ita oll ot Te Yd Leal yyieny eubttig (Ait. bdiwe 
~ Aart cee byrnye thy veins hyd yb way ed vloileen itt wl} Vee tile (Aes 
latidvy | ga ityise/ 13) Liygiz Pye vod! it apt tines os PHA voib te owt jut As 
mint OGD ratnodT ri Nae Paper ma ipa) wal Sal ai I, shoe Vi - f 
ao Tt Tes bavintg enti aula abil ee) 
wt Laey citharily yrtibre! ottod Boal tee uu wor Quiver: olf apy aa 
mst} ut eMin) “ell envpenky Mini tedacisy ~prtyinn. yorsbt wh. hou wl ty 
bw wedewmondl ieee hepa > Seth Yonf? ele tibe * 
Dumviey yall ted demigied: Ga Yihe OP ogtepmend | brad ia 


Sé 


t 
Jaan ow! 


wai) uf f, ifaitsrty ina 


t 


woviedt 
. 44 anf eee | ayy Awvarny 
feity © PPA Tet by eA ar one Se 
’ 


7 ‘- ' 
Laseiy: Baehete “Visae) 
; 


yrid) bi nea ; 
eteeerrt nant yi litre ee URtpe thar nur 
Omi febiits zayy Cn TP Bho walt gay hy aliog slots ult Ob. ; 
tio: dite ante wn este OD0.00 ay DOT shin Unt ray roi) aug 4 
Tae, ewe vigh tT aah. 499 Hyerey ied fi “yvnert aif laevites cau ran a EL et G = 
vewhed et Ver Pagel lt Levels easy ie Gave temsinavieD tn iileg Sok 
‘ : ‘ 2b an ’ ? ‘ee ‘ ; a ee & i 
1 aildeuny shart meen! oliduy cur oe 2 Te sini “cent ‘ced - 
eGwivwhiat Lou Hil vehsctigy nth veg wer Doped eee Geet i ao) wd. pabni tpg 

an nae * 
OF thud adel speek dik hacieauniy UM oy 


ty Heat DBltiade Aswwver tong bliaaye, Git il" fade ae 

E , Ti Ie 

vt Bast Shy eet phollar ‘fs OM ml ly ey peigy chet ley wihed winilA f be. 
f ' . 2 i ie Pe * " iM me 
aE to Bata onl Liven vi) Widyy CD een ilanel qetiuy at) ive = 


, ‘ , 
Toegad peeve] Ahh, 4 sveataley) COM! Paylin Pa ts eat a 


urddokvol t tuyvd 


MOB hooky wed vWethehuney 


— 


‘ ‘ha terspecliy't 

bream atti att igh eaa ow Bt oA ye 
Ney leu ile nhl gaye De etal bo fuatel NM 
tins ot wt teombowbeat fells ANT Avstrtaat ory helt ‘aa 


3 ey ’ : Fahy 0 
Hy revel nite te gers uuern ontt atid pee if Obi d fay a 
TP DRY (nea wok ed wdiy 


wey) aus auf weeayl 


eit gee 3h. teed 


OO) fold da Mike do Merten gil) loesiess As 
CHa inna ont te ead} frei) cael laewsisdey dottbs UOT, Te ea 
Vidiinal ayste ev wut ist) ation 


CHO gdaiwsA a 
| | HOS pal 

eepiiih: e79 waded Jo Luerlyide Seield oal't 
hPa: gyh Laachiny ‘rty civ BT Jen WI of dual Ai Ne-senns; | fo ee 
aeattlia Ariks crue yl ty ls syasacy ving COLE. wih npg ongh bio dagen 
Winged 9 gai'ae wroeded 1 AL Fite lowrsesiadibe. ue seacgp. atrial 


J, 


) ttt baetss aveesabieers tia! Line ( 
ere YP © Tyga; Sth atld | aireyttay} ete hea Thy, 


“ry 


Pre UnIIO wh vray | 


in 


16 The Bie Wells Familty 


currency for the payment of all debts two centuries after that. Even 
when our country was trying so hard to hold her footing, a ship 
load of women was brought to our coast and sold for 100. pounds 
of tobacco each and later others were sold for 150 pounds each to 
the colonists for wives. A Virginia record says of them: “In 1620, 91 
chaste virls with no better.” 

Two more factors stimulated the raising of tobacco, One was 
the introduction of African Slaves in 1619 and the other was the 
Indentaured Servants. This last one was not only used in the fields, 
bat in all types of business, They were compelled to serve five years, 
at least, but could continue for life if so desired. Many of our best 
citizens were of this type. Vive years of service would compensate 
the man who paid their oceanic transportation, As a result of these 
factors, in the spring of 1635, thirty-six ships came from = lngland 
lor cargoes of tobacco. 

In 1609, ten shiploads of work stock, cows, and hogs, were 
brought to be used in the big plantations. Most of these, or the off- 
spring of them, were destroyed when the jealous Opecancanough 
Chicf secretly fell upon the trusty colonists and slew 347 of them 
on that fatal day in the spring of 1622. The Indians had set a 
costly feast and invited the whites to fellowship with them. 

A political disturbance engulfed the British Isles in 1648, when 
Oliver Cromwell set out to destroy the Royal Government and sub- 
stitute a Commonwealth instead. That year he had Charles the 
Ist beheaded and many of the Royalists either imprisoned or banished 
to America. During his decade from 1650 to 1660 the population of 
Virginia more than doubled, 

In order to bring the local government closer to the people, 
the 20 plantations in 1634 were grouped into eight Shires, Jater 
called counties.” I shall here dist the 100) counties of our Mother 
State that may help some one to know their people. Dates of ‘or- 
van Zation, 

100 COUNTIES OF VIRGINIA 
1, James City 
2. Charles City 
3. Elizabeth City 
f,  Ilenrico 
DS. Isle of Wight 
6. Norfolk 
7.- Warwick 
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18 The Bie Wells Family 
MARLY SETTLEMENTS AND MARRIAGES 


Henry Country, Va. 


Joice Wells to James Johnson, 8-2-41-1790 
Barna Wells to Sally Bales, 2-18-1795 

Judith Wells to Jabez Gravley, 1797 

George Wells to Susan King, 12-19-1801 

Geo, P. Wells to Nancy Petty, 5-4-1809 

Patsy Wells to Lewis Agee, 5-14-1514 

Susanna Wells to Jno, W, Ivy, LO-10-1815 
Mlizabeth BE. Wells to John Ivey, 8-19-1816 
Sterling Wells to Martha Dillon, 10-31-1818 
Sterling Wells to Patsy Dillon, 11-9-1818 
Mdmund P. Wells to Mary M. Ilughes, 11-7-1825 
Reuben Wells to Patsy Rogers, 4-23-1827 
William C. Wells to Lucy A. Hughs, 7-24-1828 
Francis Wells to Sarah Smith, 9-18-1828 

Mliza Wells to Murphy Ayres, 10-12-1829 
“Patience Wells to Felix Pratt, 12-16-1830 
Hdward Wells to America Criffin, 12-12-1831 
Ann KR. Wells to: Obediah C, Bouldin, 12-12-1837 
Mary A. Wells to Henry Pedigo, 3-17-1836 
Peter W. Wells to Susan Oakley, 1-19-1842 
James M. Wells to Margaret Travis, 7-12-1842 
Martha Ann Wells to Jas. Mullen, 12-15-1542 
Win. Wells to Mary Scrawyer, 5-14-1842 

Win, B. Wells to Nancy Morris, 10-12-1544 
Catherine T. Wells to Nelson Ivy, 9-16-18-(6 
John Wells to Matilda Wells, 12-15-1846 
Thomas Wells to Susan Cole, 12-23-1847 
Thomas P. Wells to [Elizabeth Wells, 11-1548 
Sarah Wells. to Thomas Oakley, P1-7-1848 
Tamsey Aun Wells to Brice Stults, 12-19-1850 


Grayson Country, Va. 
This County records only one old marriage—Jesse Wells to Martha 
Tamiy, PSO8, 
Notroway Country, Va. 


In this County the following transactions of old are recorded— 
Joseph Wells, 1759-1797; Fredrick Wells, 1789-1797; Thomas Wells, 
1805-1809; edward, the same; Coleman Wells, 1758-1816; Elizabeth 
Wells, 1788-1516. 


Moving West 19 


Sussex County. Va. 
2 


This County had only one marriage of old—David Wells to 
lizabeth Wells, 1810. 


WELLSVILLE, Pa. , 


The town of Wellsville, Pa., was incorporated in 1892, and named 
for an outstanding man of the place. His name was Abraham Wells, 
The land on which the town was built was purchased from the sons 
of Wim. Penn in 1737. The town is iu York County, Pa., and popu- 
lated with English Quakers. In 1887 Abraham Wells started the town 
with a tannery which was merged into a whip factory. The enormous 
demand for government whips during the Mexican and Civil Wars 
stimulated the business to a degree that brought lasting prosperity 
to the town, and when Abraham died in 1870 his brother Johu Ee. 
and Abraham’s son James G. took control. 


WeLtsron, OKLA. 


Wellston, Okla., was named for Christian T, Wells who pioneered 
the first “trading post” at the place when it was opened for settlement 
in 1880. “ton” was added for “town,” 


Crry or Weis, Nev, 


This town got its name in 1849 from 20 wells that overflow all 
the year to make Humboldt River. The holes are from ten- to twenty- 
feet deep at sight. So this takes us back to where our name came 
from in a way, 


MOVING WEST 


After the close of the Revolutionary War, 1753, a great emigra- 
tion of people moved from the Easter States westwardly. This was 
partly due to restlessness, but mostly to acquire new lands which 
the Government was offering to those who would settle and make 
it their homes, No money was available to pay the soldiers for their 
services in the Wars so land was given instead. 

Kentucky was the second state to be admitted into the Union 
after the American thirteen colonies became free, At that time she 
was a county of her mother state, Virginia, Before Kentucky was 
made a state in 1792, she had already daid) off nine counties of her 
own and in seven of them Wells families were living. Mason County 
had three families headed by Aaron, Jonathan, and Robert; Nelson 
County had Edward and Abraham; Mayette had) Predrick, Isaac, 


Pa 


a) The Big Wells Vamily 
Peter, and Benjamin; Madison had Robert and Henry, Sr. Bourbou 
had James; Lincoln had William, and Jefferson had two Samuels, 

We have already seen that anost of the Wells people landed 
on the shores of Massachusetts and Connecticut, while later Penn- 
sylvania became the recipient of scores of their families, many of 
Whom soon drifted on into Ohio, tndiana, Hlinois, and then on into 
the West. While the Ohio River afforded alinost a continuous water 
way to the “West,” it’s surprising how many families chose the land 
route, both in the North and South. Virginia, of course, had a natural 
land route through the Cumberland Gap. The reason families pre- 
ferred Jand travel was that on leaving their home state they started 
with their entire personal belongings—food, clothing, arms, and do- 
mestic animals; pack horses and imilchcows being very essential 
property. Most generally the warm season of the year was chosen 
for travel, that nature might supply food for both family and animals, 
to say nothing of convenient sleeping quarters, 

While the center idea in compiling this litthe book has been, and 
shall still be, to preserve the past and present records of the big 
Wells family as to relationship and the part it has played) in the 
development of our great America from the standpoint of industry, 
edacation, and religion, 1 feel it fitting here to note some of the 
handicaps of the frontier with which our forefathers daily had to 
contend, 

livery step westward widened the gap between them and loved 
ones back home. The dismal and unexplored) brakes encompassed 
every move, The unbroken forests retarded their progress) which 
made it almost impossible to travel with any kind of vehicle; thereby 
the only means by which household necessities could be transported 
wits by pack horses or pack mules. Women and children rode and 
vuided the beasts of burden while the older sons and husbands led 
the cows and pointed the way of travel. 

A constant vigil had to be kept day and night for the lurking 
red man of the forest and a guarded conversation of these dangers 
had to be maintained in the presence of younger members, so as 
not to imbue their minds with fear, Besides the dread of Indians 
there were other enemies to avoid. The thickets were infested with 
venomous reptiles and huge bears, both of which were man’s dreaded 
foes, 

Far removed from medical aid, often sickness overtook the 
emigrants during their march, or after they reached their destination, 
In cases of this kind the herbs of mother earth were the only re- 
sorts for a cure, Often some member of the family would) succumb 
to the fangs of death, and in a secluded spot would be Jaid to rest 
a cherished form with no kind hands of an undertaker, no comfort- 
ing words of a minister, no dirge to assuage the anguish, but in 
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solemn stillness the body was dressed in its own yarments and 
placed ina casket made of the trees or bark and lowered into a grave 
dug by the hands of loved ones and covered over with leaves for 
concealment from Indians. 

On and on with each succeeding day only a type of the one 
just passed, our ancestors plodded their way to that place by the 
side of a bubbling spring where the pack horses were unloaded, the 
cows tied beneath the huge timber, and a place selected which they 
could call LHOMIE. Phe stalwart members fell the trees, converted 
them into cabins of two rooms-—one for the family to sleep in, the 
other to hold the few cooking vessels. Long grasses were used to 
make roofs. The forests and streams supplied the tables with meat 
and what litle bread available was aade from corn obtained from 
friendly Indians until a crop could be grown the following year, 


> 


Now don’t you feel you owe a debt of gratitude to the oues who 
made it possible for your being here today, with millions of con- 
venicnces to enjoy? 

While no member of the Wells family has aspired to the high 
office of President or Vice-President of our country, many have be- 
come Senators, Representatives, Governors, and Judges throughout 
our land. Besides these there have been educators, ministers, cheim- 
ists, inventors, authors, and doctors by the scores. People are always 
guided by the needs of the times. ta pioneer days timber had to be 
handled in almost every move that was made—in clearing fields, 
erecting homes, operating mills, and fashioning tools, thereby many 
families majored in carpentry, lumbering, and farming more than 
all the other types of work combined, 

As inany as three states have honored the name by giving coun- 
ties the name Wells and at least twenty states have cities that bear 
the name, which cither commemorates some sacrificial deed or is a 
lasting reminder of some pioneer activity. A number of places in 
America first took on the name, “Wells Creek,” “Wells River,” “Wells 
Bottom,” or “Wells Mill,” some of which still retain the original name 
while others, through the course of time, have shifted to different 
designations, 

Among the many outstanding characters of most recent times 
I might here imention a few to show the readers of this story the 
parts played by our people through the categories of civil societies 
that aided in the development of our nation from ciflerent: angles 
that amost suited their natural talents, 

One Horace Wells (1815-1848), un American dentist of Con- 
necticut, in 1846 gave the world his discovery of ether in its full value 
as producing insensibility during operations, which through) its im- 
provements down the years has meant much to surgery, Prior to this 
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pte The Big Wells Family 
people who went to have teeth extracted were asked to sit in the 
operator's chair and grip the rounds of the chair with both hands 
While the tooth was being extracted. 

Some others were, David A. Wells (1828-1898) a political econ- 
omist’ of Massachusetts; Webster Wells (1551-1916) an American 
mathematician; Benjamin Wells (1856-1923) of New lampshire, 


an American author; Amos RK. Wells (b. 1862 ——) an author of New 
York; Geo. Hl. Wells (b. 1866 ——) an lnglish author; and HL. G. 
Wells (==) was England’s greatest historian and novelist’ of the 


20th century. The author of this book corresponded with Th G, 
for years before he died. 


PLACES HONORING Title NAME 


Before General Hull surrendered his American Army and all the 
Michigan Territory to the British in August, 1S12, at Detroit, Mich., 
he ordered Capt. Nathan Heals and Capt. Willitm IL Wells to evacu- 
ate Fort Dearborn (later Chicago) and join him at Detroit. This 
they attempted to do. Several of the 52 Regulars took their families 
along with them, carrying the children in wagons. No sooner had 
they started fonts a band of Savayves fell upon them, tomahawking 
twenty-six of the Regulars, the entire malitia, and most of the women 
aud children. One Indian sprang into a wagon and tomahawked 
twelve children at once. Capt. William IL. Wells fell victim to this 
massacre, Whereupon the General Assembly of Indiana, in 1837, 
honored his name by organizing Wells County, Ind. 


Weis County, W. Va. 


The panhandle of West Virginia furnished a crossing for lots of 
pioneer fiilies., Near Wheeling is a city named Wellsburg. It was 
founded in J79) and called Charlestown, but in ISIG it assumed its 
present name. Named by Charles Prather for his son-in-law, Alex- 
ander Wells, both of whom built and operated the first large flour 
warehouse in the East. Wellsburg is the home of Patrick Gass who 
was the journalist of the famous Lewis and Clark expedition of 
1SO4-180G6 that opened up the western United States to the Pacific. 


RaNpotvein Counry, W. Va. 


Closely associated with this family of Wellses is a James Wells 
of Randolph County, just east of Wellsburg, who iarried Margaret 
Bennet in T819 and an Abraham Wells who married Sarah le. Black 
in 1836. This family is thought to be the ancestors of 1. N. D. Wells 
herein of Dallas, Vex. 
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Moving West 23 


Nonrro.ik Country, Va. 


Henry Wells and Elizabeth Case in 1765; Henry Wells and Mary 
Benn in 1773; Willian Wells and Naney Curry in 1785, 


MrcklLenbpurc. Counry, Va. 


Klijah Wells and Sarah Merrell married 1795; David Wells and 
Nancy Garrett, 1799; Baker Wells and Lavina Underwood, 1798. A 
will of David Wells 1799 names the following: Susannah (wife) sous 
James, Robert, David, Elijah, Henry, and Baker, Daughters—Winny, 
Itawkins, Milly Browder, and Nancy Ragsdale, 

Conveyances of this County—Win. Wells from Win, Green, 1765; 
David from Joel Traylor, 1784; James from Win. Browder, 1786; 
David from Thomas Massy, 1791; ldgar from Jordan Clark, 1796; 
David, Jr., from Win, Parrott, 1799; Tlenry from David, et al, 1804; 
David from Jeremiah Bishop, ISTI. 


Weis Country, N, Dak. 


Edward P. Wells was born at Troy, Wis., Nov. 9, 1847, three 
years after his father moved from New York. [le was engaged in the 
Life Insurance business—from 186-6 to 1878. ta IS7b he met and 
married his wife, Anna Johnson of Minneapolis, Wis., who gave hin 
three daughters and one sou. tn 1878 he moved to Jamestown, N. 
Dak., where he was elected to the Legislative Assembly of the 
Dakotas. In November, 1850, lie was guest of honor at the driving 
of the silver spike that tied Montana and the Dakotas with the 
N.P.R.R. line, a branch of which he was president. Ile founded the 
James River National Bank of Jamestown, N. Dak. and served as. its 
president for twenty years. For his services to his country the As- 
sembly honored his name by establishing “Wells County,” N. Dak, 

Ilarvey Wells (1846-1596) was a aan of note in his day. At the 
age of 16 he was drawn into the Union Army and mustered out in 
©1865. Soon after his discharge he entered the University of Ohio 
where he became a mathematical genius. In 1867 he had published 
his “Rapid Calculation System” which found a ready market for 
over 60,000 copies. This was the foundation of the same system 
used today in banks and other institutions, 

He made Jackson County, Olio, his home which is not too far 
from Greenup County, Ky. flere he became interested in the mining 
of iron and coal in the production of which Ohio had already be- 
come prominent. A new Post Olfice was established) in northern 
Jackson County on a branch of the Cincimmati RAR. in 1$73, Around 
this office Harvey made purchases of several hundred acres of land 
with the view of developing the coal and iron industry in Jacksou 
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County, Ie purchased the 1,000 acres of Hl. S. Bundy and afterwards 
marricd Mliza, his daughter, A shaft was at once sunk and at the 
depth of 71 feet he struck a six-foot vein of dry coal. People flocked 
to the spot, furnaces went up, and the dreams of Ilarvey Wells came 
trac. Frank C. Morrow, Jackson County historian, says: “This crea- 
tive genius changed the history of the whole county and today to 
his honor stands the thriving city of Wellston, Ohio.” 


Jint Weiis Country, TEx. 


A county in Southern Texas honors the name, C. H. Holmgreen, 
County Clerk, favored me with a copy of the plaque that hangs 
in the Court House, which is self explanatory: 

“In memory of Indie James B. Wells, the great frontier leader 
for whom this county was named, was bu near here on St. Joseph 
Island, July 12, 1850, and died at his residence in Brownsville, Tex., 
Dec. 21, 1923. Knowing well his people le was the loved and 
trusted friend at every home between the Nueces and Rio Grande; 
a great lawyer, a profound thinker, and a true statesman, Tle never 
sought nor held political office.” 


Crry or Wenusvitia, Mo, 


A thriving city in Missouri honors the name Wells. It is located 
in Montgomery County in eastern) Missouri and known as Wells- 
ville, named in honor of Judge Carter (Carty) who was Judge of 
Montgomery County, Mo. He served through the Mexican War and 
for his services was granted a large boundry of land and he kept 
adding to this by buying at the prevailing price of 75 cents per acre. 
Carter donated a site for the town which was laid out in the spring 
of 1856 and in 1857 a great sale of Wells lots was made for business 
places and it became a corporated town in 1870. 

Carter Wells was a son of Tlayden Wells and Nancy Ford and 
a grandson of Carter Wells and Peggy Bush of Nelson County, Ky. 


Weis (TOWN), N. Y. 


The state of New York, like all other states, was settled by people 
coming in from other places and buying up large tracts and then 
reselling to settlers. Palmer's Purchase was a styled company and 
Joshua Wells, its proprietor, made first settlement at Wells, from 
Long Island in 1798. He built several mills there in dlamilton County. 


Weis (rown) Vr. 


The town of Wells in Vermont, is a place of old in Rutland 
County and was mamed by some early settlers from the Cathedral 
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town of Wells, England, where the first people by the name settled 
after the Norman Conquest, 1066, 


WELLS VALLiy, Pa: 


Back in 1760 a family named Wells made it a point to come 
from Maryland in the fall months and spend the winter and spring 
months hunting and trapping fur and meat animals and would 
returmm to crop in the summer mouths. Phis was kept up until 1778 
when they settled and took up a large tract of land and the settle- 
iment took on his name, Wells Valley (Wells Tannery). 


OUTSTANDING CHARACTERS 


Sumner Wells (—~— 1949) was under-Secretary of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and became his most trusted foreign-policy adviser, having 
served in Japan, Argentina, and West tndies. Lis mission aud dreams 
were ever of peace, 

Hon, Lyin B. Wells (1893-1957) of Morgan County has been 
another man of untiring work in Kentucky. Tle has served in the 
following capacities: school teacher, six years; admitted to the bar, 
1916; veteran of World War 1; County Attorney, 1922-1926; Bank 
examiner, 1926-1930; Claims specialist, 1931-1933; Postmaster West 
Liberty, 1935-1940; County Judge, 1942-1916; Kentucky Hepresenta- 
live 19-47-1949; Commonwealth Attorney, 1949-1952, aud now in the 
1956 Legislature, and belongs to the Church of Christ. L. B. is a son 
of INdward Granville Wells, who was a son of Edmond Baxter, who 
was a son of David, who was a son of Mdimond Benjamin who settled 
Wells Mill (now West Liberty) about [S00 and) became its” first 
Postmaster, June, 1824-Miay, 1525, 

Another family of note was headed by Carter Wells who im. 
Peggy Bush of Virginia and came to Shelby County in the late 1790s, 
They had two sons and five daughters, all of whom except the eldest 
daughter came to Kentucky to live. Hayden Wells, one of Carter's 
sons, in. Naney Mord who gave him seven sous and four daugh- 
ters. Wlisha Ilford Wells (1806 ——), Hayden's second son, lived with 
his father until his death in 1830, aud in US3 Misha I. ma. Phoebe 
Smith and had two, Mlizabeth and Yelvertou, Phoebe died in 1835 
and Wlisha om, Julia Anu Stallard to whom were bor six children 
David I, Pitts W., Muphemia, llias 1, Anna, and li. P, Jr Of the 
lirst set, Elizabeth mo EL W. Graves of Nelson County and hada 
family; Yelverton mi. Eliza Beard and had tyvo sous. 

Of the second set David m. a daughter of Abner King; Pitts W. 
in, Josephine Wigginton and had two sons--Price Wayne and Yelver- 
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26 The Big Wells Family 


ton Peyton, The second son of Pitts m. Lottie Troutman and. lived 
in Louisville. The first son of Pitts um. Nancy Baldwin of Bardstown, 
Ky., and reared one son—A, W. Wells who represented the 32nd Dis- 
trict of Kentucky in the General Assembly, 1956. Ile im. Marie I, 
Shea of St. Louis, Mo., with no issue, This family grew to be wealthy 
farmers and stockbreeders of Nelson aud Spencer counties, 


A branch of this Carter Wells family lives at Trowbridge, Calif, 
represented by Mars. Pauline iyring whose mother was Ada RK. Wells 
of Nelson County who m. John G. Ethington, Ada (b. 1885 ——) was 
a daughter of Kb Carty Wells (1843-1923) who in turn was a son 
of Peyton IHarrison Wells (1802 ——), all of Spencer County, Ky. 


J. B. Wells, Jr., of Paintsville, Ky., (1915) served four terms as 
Mayor of his town, was in World War UH, graduated from University 
of Kentucky and was appointed Rural Road Commissioner of Ken- 
tucky by Governor Chandler in 1956. 


Dr. L. N. D. Wells, of Dallas, Tex., has been a nationally known 
Minister of the Christian Church for the first half of the 20th cen- 
tury, Ife descended from a Maryland fiunily headed by James Wells. 
His grandfather was Nathaniel Wells. 


Dr. Guy If. Wells of Atlanta, Ga., is a noted member of the 
Wells family, Born at Temple, Ga., in 1892, he finished Iligh School 
there and obtained his A.B. degree at Mercer University, A.M. at 
Columbia, and LL.D. at Mercer. Most of his life he has been an 
educator within his home state, filling the following places; President 
of Georgia Teacher's College, 1926-1932; President of Georgia State 
College for Women, 1932-1953; educational Consultant from 19-48- 
1956, 


He married Ruby Hammond in 1916 to whom were born Guy 
I., Jr, (1917) and Margarett Ann (1928). The following genealogical 
data is taken from a sketch of the life of Guy TL. 


Guy JI. Wells, son of James Charles Wells (1868) and Blanch 
McPherson (1871-1910); son of James Henry Wells (1836-1909 ) 
and Naney Amelia Chapman (1857-1906); son of Abner Wells 
(1791-1881) of Caswell County, N. C., and Llenrietta: Williamson 
(1817 ——); son of Ilisha Wells (1771-1860) of Granville County, 
N.C., and Elizabeth Marsh (1792-1849); son of Miles Wells (1740- 
1826) and Susan Hardy who wave him six sons—John, Hardy, Thomas, 
Jiaunes, Willis, and llisha, Miles Wells was son of John Wells (1702- 
1762) of Virginia and Mlizabeth Spivey; son of Jolin Wells, Si, of 
Warwick County, Va, and Elizabeth Roberts; son of Emanuel Wells 
of Warwick County who married Mlizabeth Cary, daughter of Miles 
Cary of Bristol, lMigland. 


‘ 
= =e = 3 - - = a - » = = 7 ~_ _— < : 
2 - “ > ime - a ee, Sale oe ~ - 3 ae? tenn Sie I 
- - - ol - = . - + < 
af * ” a ~ 3 b 3 ¢ 
. . . ~ a ~ rie 
= : ~~ nee ” 7 a 7 
3 2 : + - : al 
~ - © » ~~ . - “~ - m — tink « ” ~ ea “ 
, - “ “t — < 7 7 x ~— 
mo “ nA < ie : 
> zs . . P= ‘ > a - 
- J ~  * 
= e . i 
‘ a - - = 


Outstanding Characters 27 


Lisr oF ManniaGes IN LOGAN Country, Ky. 


Ceorge Wells to Mary Woodard, 1809; Thomas Wells to Sarah 
Watkins, 1815; John Wells to Mary Watkins, 1819; Je 2 Wells to 
Naney Smith, 1819; Williain Wells to Eliza Dillard, 1529; David Wells 
to Lucinda Higbee, 1829; John W. Wells to Elizabeth Pave, [S48; 
Albert Wells to Martha Gilbert, 1873; Tlenry Wells to Mary I. Joiner, 
1857; Jordan Wells to Clarissa Cross; Sam Wells to Carrie Richard- 
son, 1850; Benjamin Wells to Martha J. Marrow, 1881; Lee Wells to 
Tennessee Warder, 1854; Geo. Wells to Lula Sales, 1893; Ged Wells 
to Jane Chambers, 1898; Amsted Wells to Vheodocia Dukes, L855; 
Patrick W. Wells to Susan Beasley, 1859; Abraham Wells to Mary Ie, 
Bailey, 1866; FP. L. Wells to Louisa Cartwright, 1866; Joseph Wells 
to Annie Bibbs, 1875; Wesley Wells to Mary Jane Plawkins, L906, 


Lisr or Mannwaces or Bannen County, Ky., ALPHABETICALLY 


Abner Wells and Delila Rowsey, 1516 
Ahasuaris W. Wells and Nancy Fisher, 1823 
Alonzo Wells and Sally Picket, 1824 
Arthur Wells and Clara M. Steffey, 1932 
A. 1D, Wells and = Martha Bailey, 1595 
Barnett Wells and Elizabeth Kinslow, 1831 
Barnett C. Wells and Lucy J. Harris, 1850 
Ben Wells and Janie Morton, 1895 
Brakton B. Wells and Kitty Tlarris, 1855 
B.-B, Wells, and°Cora 2 Spradlin, 1893 

B. K. Wells and Auna Snoddy, 1572 
Charles Wells and lizabeth Cole, 1828 
Clyde Wells and Claudine MeGlasson, 1930 
C. T. Wells and Mary Draper, 1906 

Karle A. Wells and Bessie Strode, 192-4 

ied Wells and Lela Mathews, 1900 

I’. A. Wells and Bertha M. Coatuey, 1906 
Geo. Fl. Wells and M. If. Wade, 1588 
Gideon Wells and [Elizabeth Kinslow, 1830 
Gilbert LL. Wells and Vera K. ticks, 1924 
Goree Wells and Anna Spencer, 1922 

G. WH. Wells and Neeta I’) Matthews, 1909 
Herdis Wells and Mary Illen Braton, 1915 
Hershell G. Wells.and Ollie Wilkerson, 1918 
He Be Wells "and Hannah Starr, 1872 

Ike Wells and annie Stone, 1872 

Jacoly Wells and’ RachelS. A. Starr, 1872 
James Wells and Bethsheba Shirley, 1532 
James A. Wells and) Ann Sartin, 1867 
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James B. Wells and P, A. Bashan, 1885 
Jas. I. Wells and Nancy Marchal, 1865 
Jas. J. Wells and Olive Boyd, 1870 
James J. Wells and Millie Iranklin, 18-1 
Jesse Wells and Nancy Scott, 181] 
John Wells and Lydia Johnson, IST 
Jno. Wells and Mary EE. Reynolds, 1885 
Jno. B. Wells and Elizabeth Philpott, 1849 
Jno. T. Wells and Tiny Peden, 1878 
Jno. Willis Wells and Effie Williams, 1919 
Jno. W. Wells and Bertha A. Spencer, 1885 
Jno. W. Wells and Mary I. Peden, 1928 
John W. Wells and Lucy J. Blythe, 1929 
Joseph TH. Wells and Lucinda Harbinson, 1914 
Jos. RK. Wells and Gillie Geralds, 1914 
J. C. Wells and Betty Eubanks, 1868 
J. C. Wells and Amaranda. Piercey, 1870 
J. 41. Wells and Kitty Buckley, 1900 
Jo M. Wells and Mary E. Perkins, 1872 
{: M Wells and C. G. Stout, 1904 
J. P. Wells and Mula ds, Bailey, 191} 
ae Wells and Sally Wade, 1919 

. L, Wells and Jenny Cat 1897 
ric Wells and Pearl Rogers, 1922 
Martin V. Bo Wells and Sarah Fisher, 1857 
Smith Hl. Wells and America Morrison, 1852 
Smith Il, Wells and Eudey Rogers, 1861 
Thomas Wells and Judith Bybee, 1831 
Thomas Wells and Artimary Rennicks, 1858. 
Walton Wells and Lucile London, 192-4 
Washington Wells and Louisa Barber, 1848 
Wesley Wells and Virginia A, Peden, 1916 
Win. Wells and Theresa A, Kinslow, 1824 
Win. Wells and Lucinda Barber, 1839 
\Wm. Wells and Mary Susan Cochrill, 1873 
Win. Wells and Nancy J. Wells, 1588 
Wim. A. Wells and Mary Sater, 184] 
Wm. A, Wells and Lucinda Spencer, 1569 
Win. C. Wells and Arminta Susan Spencer, 1869 
Win. 1. Wells and Elizabeth PL Brownlee, 1854 
Win, i. Wells, Jr, and Salama. ellis, 1865 
Win. Ro Wells and Frances vans, 1845 
W. Co Uf, Wells and Rebecca I’. McAdams, 1854 
W. FP. Wells and Margaret Spencer, 186-4 
W. T. Wells and Cara Belle Bryan, 1873 


David Wells of Cumberland County 29) 


DAVID WELLS OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
(Subject of this story has 12> children) 


David's father, Jesse Thomas Wells, lived in Kent County, Del, 
prior to David's birth, but moved to Virginia, The available records 
seem to prove that David's birth state was Virginia where he married 
Kitty White in 1788 (Bible record). 

David Wells was a descendant of the noted Essex Branch, 
previously listed, who married Abigail Warner (Warinner) of Mussa- 
chusetts in 1635. 

David Wells was born February 10, 1764, and Kitty White, his 
wife, was born June 8, 1765. Tle was a Christian Minister and served 
as Justice of the Peace in Cumberland County from 1802 until he 
moved to THlinois about 1830. 


Them CHiipren 


Polly (Mary ) Nove 2? 1789°™ [suac Aug. 31, 1800 
Sally Jime QU T79 Pk fohn Jan. 18, 1803 
Jesse Kfar? BMI73". David? Ir, Ireb. ft, 1805 
Joel Nov. 26, 1794 0 Minerva Misty 28; 1807 
Rebecca Ocha?) wd7TIGs alevi Feb. 18, 1810 
Solomon July 29, 1798 — Hiram Jan. 3, 1813 


[have been able to collect very little data on four of David's 
children, as follows: 

Joel (1794) by the census of 1820 lived in Cumberland County, 
Ky., with one son under 10 years of age. 

Minerva (1807) m. Isaac Parlier and went to Hopkins County, 
ky. 

Levi (1810) lived in Washington County, HL, in 1840 with 2 
sons and 3 daughters. 

Hiram (1813) was living in Washington County, HL, in 1840 
with 2 sons and 5 daughters. 


DAVID WELLS 


Below is given a list of the marriage rites adininistered by David 
Wells according to the records that escaped the historic fire that 
destroyed the Burkesville Courthouse December 30, 1933. These 
were copied prior to the fire, All others went up in smoke. 


Thomas Dunbar and Nancy Whitesides, 6-3-1507 
Hudson Bhaikenship and Elizabeth Karns, [0-30-1807 
Kdward Nichols and Anna Jolson, 12-31-1807 
Michael Gutsler and Rebecca Johnson, 3-10-1805 
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Joseph Coffey and Jane Graves, 9-29-1808 
Richard Graves and Sally Thomas, 12-7-1808 
Mpharaim Pierce and Naney Blankenship, 1-1-1809 
Isaac Campbell and Polly Wells, 3-9-1809 

Jolin Jamason and Susannah Cape, 3-26-1809 

Noel Blankenship and Lavina Blankenship, 3-30-1809 
John Ross and Prudence Winfrey, [0-24-1811 
Kobert: Ewing and Jane Scott, 2-28-1510 

-—— White and Sarah Creden, 3-1-1813 

Daniel Higgin and Polly Graves, 8-20-1815 
Fredrick Smith and Betsy Self, 3-1-1811 

Thomas Williams and Lydia Graves, 7-10-1810 
Jesse Easley and Elizabeth Tigginbotham, 7-8-1810 
elijah Melson and Polly Jackman, 7-12-1810 
George Helm and Sally Jackman, 7-12-1810 
Nebuzarden Coffy and llizabeth Masley, 9-13-1810 
Joseph Grider and Nanch Iasley, 9-13-1810 
George Logan and Fanny Self, 8-1-1511 

Wiley Chancy and Susannah Young, 11-21-1811 
Thomas Higginbotham and Sarah Masley, 2-18-1812 
Edward Wright and Ilaveriah Yates, 3-22-1812 
Franklin Berry and Decie Roe, 7-20-1812 

Guy Lee and Polly Matthias, 8-1812 

Richard Clayton and Barbara Simith, 10-1-1812 
William Watkins and Patsy Jamison, 10-25-1812 
William Winfrey and Sally Wells, 1-1-1812 
Abraham Karns and Nancy Blankenship, 2-4-1813 
George Green and Polly Young, 8-31-1813 
Alexander Logan and Malinda Goggins, 1-6-1811 
Uriah Robertson and Jane M. Bledsoe, 1-23-1511 
James Robertson and Lucretia Bledsoe, [1-3-1814 
Lon Matthews and Klenor Appleby, 11-10-1815 
James THendron and Diana Self, 1-5-1815 

Robert Appleby and Polly I*lowers, 2-14-1815 
Richard York and Rhoda Snow, $-24-1815 

Richard Graves and Cyntha Goggins, 9-1-1-1815 
Allred) Ballou and Eliza Ballou, [1-19-1S15 

Jubilee Goggins and Sarah lergus, 12-26-1815 
John Campbell and [liza Flowers, [2-25-1815 
Robert Higginbotham and Polly Wilborn, 1-9-1816 
John Whittacre and Cathrine Wright, 1-18-1816 
Daniel Neathery and Sally Whitesides, 1826, 
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The above is a picture of one of the Wells Homecomings at the 
Irish Bottom Church, as the 400 relatives feast on God's bountiful 
supply at the noon hour. A gathering has been here on the second 
Sunday in September of each year since 1938. 


Following the basket dinner is a program of devotion and thank- 
fulness through singing and speaking by the congregation, sponsored 
by the author of this family history, 


RELATED FAMILIES OF TULINOIS 


David Wells who settled in Cumberland County, Ky., and owned 
a large boundary of river land in Wells Bottom, lived there until his 
large family of eight sons and four daughters grew to manhood and 
womanhood, with the execption of Levi and Hiram, his two youngest 
sons. So in 1826 he divided his real estate here among his) ten 
older children and with Levi aud Pliram, le and Kitty, his wife, 
moved to Nashville, Hh, where his brother lived) (or his “brother's 
children”) and invested his money in tands there. Ele lived with 
Levi and Hiram and while with them he made his last Will in 1837, 
a copy of which FE here quote: 

“1, David Wells, of Washington County, Hlinois, being in iy 
74th year of age, in order to leave peace behind me, think it best to 
make a Will to set iny house in order, 
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“My children have all had their share except some Jittle dividing 
between myself and Levi. 1 deeded my plantation and land to Levi, 
and also gave him a horse, a yoke of oxen, some cattle, ia corner cup- 
board, a folding table, a gun, a chest, all my kitchen furniture he 
matkes usecol, and all my hogs. 

“The smith and wheelright tools, one old mare, a cow, a calf, 
and a vearling, a clock, desk, berdinc. and cooking furniture, and 
the old millstones, I beep for the use of me and my wile. 

“Lt do hereby make and ordain this my last Will and testament, 
disannuling all former Wills, Given under my hand this twenty- 
second of September, one thousand cight hundred) and thirty-seven,” 

David Wells 

(\WWin D,. Mitchell 

Wit. (Katherine Coffey pps 


r 


-* 


One deed recorded in Deed Book A, executed by David Wells 
to Levi Wells, dated August 24, 1835, calls for “West half of Nu, 
Quarter, Section 12, Towuship 3, S.Range -L W, containing 80 acres 
in Oukdale Township in Washington Co. Hl Consideration $100.00 

In 1538 Levi Wells sold the same tract to Mary Smith for $475.00. 

David brought with him from Virginia the above described “imill- 
stones” which he set up ona branch in Wells Bottom in 1800 which 
finished the first settlers meal for miles around. This mill was 
kept going for three-fourths of a century in Wells Bottom but with 
different stones, 

By the census of 1840, David and wife were living with Levi but 
so far as has been found out he died there in Nashville, U1, that year 
in his 77th year of age. No marker marks his resting place but there 
still dwells several of his relatives, some of whom | shall make note. 

A Richard Wells, 1 presume David's nephew, married Damaris 
James in January, I8-f4. ‘Po them were born nine children—Joln 
Harvey Wells, Oct. 23, 1$44; Rachel Mahala Wells, 1846; Joseph 
Henry Wells, IS48; James Willian Wells, 1850; Geo, Robert, 1852; 
Sarah Elizabeth, 1854; Miley Jane, 1556; Alfred) Jackson, 1859; 
Lucinda Varinda, 1861. 

\ Joseph Wells buried there with a good marker which reads: 
Joseph Wells born 1796, died 1858. ‘Phis is in Oakdale Towuship, 
Washington County, HL 

Geo. Robert Wells m. Eliza Friend and to them were born 
Itta (1S90) and Otto Wells (1S88). Etta an, Win. Nolt (1892) and 
had two children—Geo, W. (1909); Helen (19TT-19-15). Otto Wells 
in. Mfae Wheelan to whom were bom Hershel (1910-1957). Tlershel 
mi. Mildred Edwards (1980) and had two children: Don lL. and Doris 
Ant, 
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DANTD POLLY (MARY) 


Polly Wells, first child of David and Kitty White, was born 
November 22, 1789. She was nine years old when her parents settled 
in H]liot’s Bottom in Cumberland County, Ky. David purchased and 
was granted so much land there that the bottom asstimed his name 
in 1802—Wells Bottom, which it has ever retained. 

Polly grew to womanhood and in [S09 she was united in marriage 
to Isaac Campbell, by her father, at his crude home in Wells Bottom, 
her father being a lay minister and also one of Cumberland’s. first 
Justices of the Peace. Yo this union were born five sous and. five 
daughters—Sidney, John, Hiram, Robert, Willian, Sally, Einily, Mary, 
Kurania, and liza, 

John of this group never married. 

Robert m. Elizabeth Breeding. 

inily im. James Winfrey. 

Mary rm, Samuel [ellis in 1830; no record of the others at present 
except Sidney. ; 

Sidney (1823-1911) mi. ielizabeth Rowe (1526-1894) and to them 
were born seven children—ldgar (1855-1926); Lenora, Paulina (1S6S- 
1892) sTelen,: Sally, Emima,.and Win. dézrac Sally, and) Win, Ezra 
died young. 

Kdgar of this family first m. Mollie Marlow and to them were 
born Hiram (1880-1936); Louis (1851); Stella. 

He secondly m. lla Helm (1865-1932) to them were born six— 
Pratkit 100/-1952):" Bessie (1395). Sam (1893-1023). Kdyar, Jy, 
(1901-1919); Emma Lena (1905); Nora (1912), 

Hiram of the first set m. Henrietta Laughlin (1883-1956) of Texas 
and to them were born Irnest, Mary, Lillian, lédua, May, Lizzie, 
Pauline, and Hiram, Jr. They all were born and reared in Stanford, 
ky. 

Louis (of Edgar Sr.) m. Maude Grider (1884), daughter of Dr, 
Culwell Grider of Creelsboro, Ky., and to them were born five 
children—Ella May (1907); Louis Jr. (1908); Ilettie Maude (1917); 
Alexander (1921); Wm. D. (1925) all living at Danville, Ky. 

Stella Campbell (of Edgar Sr.) m, Logan Ham and to them 
were born Waltice and Earle at Stunerton, Ariz. 

Frank of Edgar’s second set. Bryan Weaver and to them were 
born Stella (1919); Joe (1917); Vivian (1921); Katherine (1925); 
Nell (1927), and Samuel (1933). 

Bessie (of Mdyar Sr.) im. Willis Bledsoe (1880-1952) and to 
them were born Allen C. (1917); Ruth (1918); Joe W. (1921); 
Thomas R, (1923). 
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Allen C. om, Maxine Back and to them were born Linda’ F, 
(1951); Stephen and Rebecca (195-4). 

Ruth mm. Philip C. Combest of Russell Springs, Ky., and to them 
were born Philip D. (1941); Glenda Sue (1943); Betty Jo (1945); 
Naney C. (1954); Ladonna K, (1955). 

Joe W. m, Mae Coe and have Kerry D. (1951) and Larry W. 
(105-4). 

Thomas Room. [tta Mae Logsdon of Springfield, Ky., and_ to 
them were born Tommy (1945) and Marchetta (1955), 

Thomas Bledsoe is a very noted Chiristian Minister of this age. 

Sam Campbell (of Edgar and Ella) Jost his life in an explosion 
at Creelsboro. 

Kdgar room. Ingrid Allen, daughter of Tom and Mary Grider 
Allen, and had Nita kK. (1936). Nita is a teacher in Louisville, Ky. 

Kimma Lena (of Edgar) in, Kermeth Irwin (190-4) and they had 
one daughter, Rena. 

Kenneth took his father’s place as merchant of Creelsboro, Ky. 

Nora (of Edgar) m. Sam Miller and had one infant, dec. 

Lenora Campbell (of Sidney) m. Bramlett Grider and had 
Hettie, Lillian, and Tlaskell. 

Paulina (1868-1892) m, James Gore (1863-1944) of Tennessee 
in 1558S and to them were born Ernest EH. Gore and Wayne. 

rnest m. Nora Christopher of Oregon and moved to Maysville, 
Wash. No issue to them. Wayne and his mother passed away at 
the same time. 

Nelen Campbell (of Sidney) m. Alfred Helm and reared three— 
Roy, Aubry, and lffie, 

Roy m. Geta Sloss and had one daughter, Rheta (1929). Roy 
tanght school in Mlorida, spent three years at the University of Oxford, 
Eneland, was a Circuit Judge of the 33d District of Kentucky ani 
was serving a term in the Court of Appeals at Irankfort at the time 
of his death in 1952 at the age of 62 years. 

Aubry Helm (1891) first m. Lizzie Neathery and had Roy, who 
lost his life in World War Hin Europe. He m. second Tessie Lollar 
who died without issue and next he m. Ingrid (Allen) Campbell 
(1905), Ile sold his big farm on Crocus Creek and moved to Louisville. 

Mtfie Helou has spent her life teaching, mostly in Washington, 
ee. 

Mmina Campbell (of Sidney) m. Tom Allen, as his second wife 
and left no issue. She died in 1957, age $7, 
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CAMPBELLS 


The first Campbell that lived in Britain was de Campo Bello 
who crossed the Muglish Channel with William, the Conqueror, in 
1066, The Conqueror » "ot Areyle shire, or County, [flere 

® ; 
he married Isabella sce. vecoo of Scotland, and all the Camp- 
bells of Scotland are direct descendants of this Campo Bello of 
Normandy. Besides being in Scotland the Campbells also scattered 
over Ireland, 

They came to Virginia and Pennsylvania and occupied some of 
the most distinguished positions iu both church and state. Ino the 
first court held. in’ Washington County, Wa., 1777 there were three 
Justices of the Peace—David, Clerk; Arthur, Lieut., and William, 
Lieut. Col. 

Capt. John Campbell fought at the battle of King’s Mountain 
in 1780. His great grandson, Preston WW. Campbell, was later Chiet 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia. David Campbell.was Gov- 
ernor of Virginia and his nephew, Col. John Campbell, was United 
States Treasurer under VanBuren, Elundreds of others have made 
outstanding citizens, all from Campo Bello, 

The Campbells settled Smythe County, Va., and ruled it for a 


century. LO0SA52 
SALLIE WELLS (Dauciurer or Davin, 1791) 
Sallie Wells married Willian Winfrey in 1812. Both of them 


were residents of Cumberland County. To them was born one 
daughter, Fanny Winfrey. Panny married James Staton, sou of Rane 
Staton and brother to Dr. Hiram Staton, 

To James and Fanny were born James Jr, Lucy, and Alsipia (and 
several infants who died). 

Alsipia m. John Murphy and went to Whitewright, Tex. 

Lucy (of James Sr.) m. Elzie Smith, a Lieutenant in the Federal 
Army. He lost his lite by the hands of Champ Ferguson at the Ken- 
tucky Salt Works battle. 

Klzie and Lucey had two boys—Ferdinan De Soto and Hiram. 
Ferdinan died at the age of 18. Hiram om. a Duise (2?) and has 
William, James, an infant, Tlobart, Sally, Ielen, Hala, and Alice. 

Willian (of Hirain) m. Annie Antle. 

James (of Hiram) m. Nina Lawhon of Russell County, 

Hobart went West, 

Sally im. Oscar Gulfey and went to Pexas. 

Mien om. Fillmore Stearus and had one son, lloyd. 

Mulaom. Cowen and went to ‘Texas, 
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Alice in, James Warriner, son of Jasper Warriner, who is a brother 
to Iverson Warriner of Seventy-Six, Ky. Their children are Will id, 
Zora, Chester, Martha, Marl, Clarence, Elsie, Lucy, and tHugh. 

James Staton (of James Sr) am. Parthena lrvin and to them 
were born 16 children, Mva, Della, Cora, Sadia, Win. C., Charles [., 
James A., Laura, Thomasine, Roy, Jolin, Herbert, Hobart, and Tula, 
and twin infants who both died. This family was reared at Snow, 
Clinton County, Ky, 

va (of fas. Jr,) on. Sam: Poulston and had) J. S. and; Herbert, 

Della (of Jas. Jr.) mm. Chas. Smith of Campbell County, Ky., and 
have 5 children, Wilda, Justina, Douglas, Wanda, and Sue. 

Coram. Tom Guffey and moved to lowa. They have 3 children, 
Ruth, Virginia, and Howard. 

Sadia (of Jas. Jr.) m. Floyd Guthrie and have Audria and David. 
They live in Clinton County, ky. 

William C. om. Jimmie Perdue and no issue. 

James (of Jas. Jr.) mo. Mildred) Lhawkins of Hlinois and have 
Virginia, James A. Dale, and Teddy ‘L. 

Roy (of Jas. Jr) im, Anna Russell of Mississippi where he is in 
business. Roy finished his education in the Boston University. 

Herbert is at present in the U.S. Army. 

Hubert is confined to a hospital in Washington, D.C, 

folun (of Jas. Jr.) m. Zada Thomas and had John (dec), Tay 
L., Wanda Jean, and Wilda Dean, 

lula (of Jas. Jr.) m. Joe Wright, son of Ballenger Wright, and 
have Joe S., Royce, Vernon, Leland. They live in Michigan, 


Chas., Laura, and Thomasine (of Jas. Jr.) died young. 


DAVID, JESSE 


Jesse was the third child of David and Kitty Wells, born 
March 3, 1793. He volunteered, at the age of 18, from Cumberland 
County, Ky., in the War of 1812 and served under Capt. William 
Cross, Col. Joshua Barbee’s Kentucky Militia from August 23 to March 
23, 1508 

Jesse was a man of voracious appetite from the time he was 
discharged until his last days. Ele resolved to cook aud taste of every 
livin creature except man. He did this and many old people re- 
ported to the writer of this story that Jesse, alter tasting of every 
fowl, beast, reptile, and crustacean said that there was little difference 
in their palatability. It is traditionally said that he ate a whole han 
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of meat at one time and that helped him on to the end. Jesse was 
elected County Surveyor inany tines, 


When his father, David, divided up his huge farm acres in Wells 
Bottom among the children in 1526, Jesse turned his share over to 
Israel Wintrey for $200.00 and moved to Jamestown to live. In 
1855-1857 he made declaration for Government Land which he re- 
ceived to support his family on, When his brother Solomon Wells 
died in 1861 the Court of Russell County appointed him administrator 
of the personal estate, assisted by his brother Isaac, 

Jesse married Polly (——) first, and reared Joh. By his secoud 
wife he had - children: David, Isaac M., Rebecea, and Polly Amn. 

Ifis Jolm in. Marinda Downey in IS48 who gave him Asa, Isaac 
(dec.), William Winfield Scott, Sidney, Johu Wesley, Nancy, Sarah, 
and Mary. 

William W. Scott (1852-1907) im. Lucy Blankenship (1858-1899 ) 
in 1876 and to them were born Otha (1877); John C. (1582); Viola 
(1883-1919); Grover (1589); Laura I. (1592), and Mary 1. (1895), 

Otha Wells im. Sarah Kean and they had Lillian (1902); Leland 
(1904); Lorene and Clarene (1907). Otha like the traditional Wellses, 
has a large crushing mill at Jamestown, Ky, 

John Coin. Hattie B. Holt and Jater am. again and left, 

Viola im. John Lawless and reared Aubry, Martha, and Mary. 

Laura aim. Robert Hawkins and moved to [Hlinvis, 

Mary Eoin. Marvin Walkup and went to Hlinois, 

Grover was killed in World War 1. 

Johu Wesley (of John and Marinda) (1855-1923) m. Sarah Wool- 
ridge and reared a family in Russell County. 

Sarah (of John and Marinda) (1859-1930) m. rank Leach (1560- 
1921) and to this union were born Winfield Scott Leach (1887); 
Miarinda (1888); Jesse G. (1890); Win. Green (1893); Albert Wol- 
ford (1895); Ollie Elizabeth (1897). Most of these children have 
families. Albert W. served as Sheriff and Jailor of Russell County 
and then went into the goods business at Jamestown, Ky. 

David Wells (of old Jesse) m. Martha Mills in 1863 and to them 
were born William J., Beckie, King David, and Henry C. ‘They sold 
out and Jeft in 1896. 

Isaac M. (of old Jesse) m. Sarah McFall in 1866, Sarah was a 
daughter of William Mclall of Puncheon Camp Bottom ou Cumber- 
land River. ‘They have many descendants who are scattered, 
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DAVID, ISAAC 


Isaac Wells, Sr., was the seventh child of David Wells, born 
August 31, 1800, in Cumberland County. fle married —— and 
became the father of six children, Reuben (—— 1859); Nathan G. 
(1833 ——); Asa C. (1836-1856); Isaac Jr; Sarah J., and Elizabeth, 


Reuben Wells was a prosperous business man of his day. Ile 
bought Lot No. Nine in Creelsboro in IS51l and set up a large stock 
of yoods as one of Creelsboro’s earliest: merchants, where he ac- 
cumulated money enough to lend to nearly all the surrounding 
citizens. 

In 1855 he was appointed administrator of the estate of Win. B. 
Armstrong, who had died and left Katherine, his wife, and two small 
children, Sarah and Matthew Armstrong. Ile was appointed guardian 
of the two children and in 1856 married Katherine. She was a daugh- 
ter of Asa Chapman. To them three children were born, Mary Etta 
(1857); Wain. Asa {1658); Robert L. (1859). 

Mary Ietta of this group (in the year 1956) is in her ninety- 
ninth year. She lives at Oklahoma City and is in good health and 
can recall Civil War days. She was left an orphan early in life and 
in 15S2 married Robert T. Caldwell of Adair County, to whom were 
born: James Allen who is a High School Principal in Cincinnati; 
John HL, Amarilla, Tex.; Rollin, Columbia, Ky.; Wim. Robert; Rufus; 
dua, and Charles S. Four of the boys were in World War I. W. R. 
wnd Rufus died. Soon after that John HH. died in Amarilla, Tex., 
Jeaving three boys: Rollen T. (1887) m. Mary Tupman (1888) to 
whom was born Martha Etta (1923). He is a farmer in Adair Coun- 
ty, Ky. Martha ltta ma Mr. Stroup of Ann Arbor, Mich. Edna 
m. a Mr. Robinson and she left two sons in Oklahoma City, 1949. 
Charles S. is an insurance manager of Oklahoma City, Okla. 

April 13, 1956, Mary Etta was honored on her 99th birthday 
by the Methodist Church members. Her history being briefly re- 
hearsed as a teacher in Columbia, Ky., until her husband died in 
1904 when she and her seven children went to New Mexico and 
laid claim to 160 acres of land on which she spent several drought 
years, then moved to Albuquerque, N. Mex., at the outbreak of 
World War 1. Here she gave her family an education at the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico after the war; and then moved to Oklahoma 
City in 1925 where she has been living since. She put her youngest 
son Charles through Oklahoma University, and is crowned with many 
honors—Bible Study Club, Woman's Missionary Society, American 
War Mother, Red Cross, Sorority House Mother, American Legion 
Auxiliary, and teacher of Methodist Churches, In 1957 she was given 
a vieatovation on her 100th birthday. 
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William Asa (of Reuben) never married. [fe lived) with his 
uncle, A. C. Wells, and died at the age of 22. 

Robert L. (of Reuben) m. Mattie Davis of ‘Pennessee and to 
them were born Charles L. (1593); Geo. Dana (1595); Ruth Kath- 
erine (1899). Dana was killed in service; Chas. L. im. Miaary Bertram 
and. tothem Jessie N. (1927); Margaret Lo(.1922). Robbie Co ( 1925): 
Charles Bertram (1929); Robert I. (19384) were born. . 

Charles L. Wells has been postmaster at Byrdstown, ‘Teun, for 
a long time. 

Nathan G. Wells (of Isaac Sr.) was Captain of Company kK, 13th 
Regiment of Kentucky Cavalry, from October, 1863 to January 10, 
1865 and was discharged at Camp Nelson, Ky. Nathan m. Samantha 
I. Carter in 1854 and to them were born Joel B., Sarah L., Mollie, and 
V. A. Wells. Nathan bought 12 lots in the town of Lairsville (later 
Rowena) in 1869 and sold out to Shelby Stokes in 1870. In 1887 
Nathan G. and family sold out and moved to Collin County, ‘Tex. 

Asa C. Wells (of Isaac Sr.) was also Captain in) the Union 
Army from 1563 to 1865, in the 13th Kentucky Cavalry. After being 
discharged from the services he was clected County Clerk of Russell 
County, ky., where he served until his death in 1886. tle married 
Vestina Grider, dau. of John EH. and Eliza B. dlolt Crider and died 
without issue, A. C. was a public-spirited man, always ready to 
serve his fellowman, Their bodies rest in the Phelps Cemetery at 
Jamestown, Ky. 

Sarah J. Wells (of Isaac Sr.) m. Ed ‘PT. Breeding in 1873) and 
reared a family in Adair County, Ky. 

elizabeth Wells (of Isaac Sr.) in, a Mr. Mekinley of Adair 
County, Ky., and reared a family. 

Isaac Sr. am, second, Kitty Ann Murrel in 186-1. 


DAVID, JOLIN 


John Wells (1803-1886) was the eighth child of David Wells, 
and a prosperous farmer of his day. When David distributed his 
big farm among his children in 1826, Jolbu held his share and bought 
out his brother David Jr., and lived on it for a while and then moved 
to a place in Clinton County near the Tennessee line where he died 
on his 1,200-acre farm. Tle married Midinda Winfrey, dau. of Jno, 
Winfrey of Adair County (1805-1887) in 1823 and to them were 
born 10 children—Naney (1824-1851); Anderson  (1826);. Polly 
(Mary) (1828-1896); Hannah (1830-1904); Susan (1533-1863); Asa 
(1835); Albert (1837); Jane (dec.) (1540); Sarah (1813); Lydia 
(dec.). John and Malinda sleep side-by-side, one in Kentucky, the 
other in Tennessee. 


AQ) The Big Wells Family 


Nancy (of John) m, James Selby in 1842 and T failed to find 
their record, 

Anderson (of John) in. Lydia Story in 1840. Fatina is their only 
child [have record of. Anderson moved to Comanche County, Tex. 

Matina a. Jolin Choate of Tennessee and reared, Caleb, Isaac, 
Silas, Lois, Lydia, Amma, and Rufus. Silas and Lydia of this family 
diced uminarried. 

Caleb m. Lea Norrod and has a family in Oklahoma. 

Isautcc om. Myrtle Williams and reared a family in California. 

fois in. J. C. Reeves and Anna im. Amos Crabtree and both 
live in Gainesboro, Tenn, 

Rufus Choate (1889) m. Hettie Murphy (1894) dau. of Clayton 
Murphy and to them were born Raymon, Clayton, Lorene, and Snow, 

Raymon im, Gladys Smith and they have David and Daniel. 

Clayton im. Marie Griffith and they have Joyce Evelyn, Philip, 
and Wayne, 

Lorene im. Robert Reneau and they have Jean and Robt. Jr. 

Snow in. Maurice Higginbotham and they have Douglas. 

Andersou Wells of this group was a minister of the gospel. 

Rufus Choate is a carpenter, merchant, and farmer. 

Robert Reneau is County Clerk of Clinton County (1956). 

Polly Wells (of Johu) im. James Rector (1824-1897) in 1858 and 
to them were bor Logan, Jolin, Belle, and Artemia. 

Logan (of Polly) m. Betty Wilson and they had Oscar and 
Zonie.s Vhey, Jive in the West. 

John Rector (of Polly) iam lien Thrasher (—) of Clinton County 
wnd they live in Los Angeles, Calif. They had three: girls, Chloe, 
Lillie, and Ina. Lillie died at the age of 13; Chloe m. R. tf. Hope 
who died in 19ST without issue, The two living children live with 
their mother in Los Angeles (1956), 

Belle Rector (of Polly) m. Floyd Clayborn and went to Munday, 
'Tex., where they reared the following children:  llorence, Myrtle, 
Alta, Mary (1892-1984); Della (1889-1951); Harlan (1900); Savannah 
(1903). Some of the above | have found no history. 

Mary I. (of Belle and Mloyd Claborn) a. Charley Bell Yates 
in TOO, Charley Bell Yates was the only child of Bryant M. Yates 
who was for a long time president of the Bank of Albany, Ky., where 
he missed a fortune for his day. Mars. Bryaut M. Yates was a tireless 
church worker, Charley Bo met: this girl in ‘Pexas. To Cy Bo and 
Mary were born 10 children—Balla A. (19TL); Lucile (1913); Wan. 
ML. (1915); Dorothy L. (1917); Mary Belle (1919); Chas. O. (1921); 
Iloyd M. (192-4); Angeline (1925); Tom Taylor (1927), and Vir 
vinia (193L). 
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Children of David Wells ‘AI 


Balla A. m, Melvin Cooksey: and they have Melvin, Jr. (1935); 
Peyyy (1936), 

Lucile m, Wenyard Smith and they have Mary J. (1936), 

Win. Moo Daisy Bartlett and they have Sandra kK. (1916). 

Dorothy am. Cleo Pearce and they have Peggy (1986); Patsy 
(1935), and Micky (1943). 

Mary Belle im. lezell Reynolds and they have Gerald (1937), 

Chas, Ov me. Pearh Betts and they have Anna (1948); Dirny 
(1950). 

Hloyd an. Billie Jo Crouch, 

Angeline am. Bob Slaughter and they have Robt. Jr. 

Tom Paylor in. Alice Cypert and to them were born Gail (1950 ); 
Joc Bet 1 932 ): 

Virginia om. Keith Burnison and) they have twins, June and 
ipiebaye es 

Harlan C. Clayborn (of Belle and Ployd) om. Jewell Putehins in 
Megan Goreus lex. wud they dave NelbN (923); De Coot Cl925). 

“Savannah Clayborn (of Floyd) aa. Thomas Wilson of Meadows, 
Toei they have \ararct) (1929 Thomas (RS). * bie], 
T2es Antha, (1927 )° anddsdith C1931); 

Margaret in. ‘Proy Moore of Munday, Tes, 

Thomas ain, Jane Till and they have Kathy (1928); Junior (195-4). 

rma (of Savannah) om. Bill Hudson and: they have Chas. 1, 
(1947); Jucka (P9AS). 

Antha im. Clarence Wenzel and they have Pour Rh, (1945). 

elith im. Charles. Prewitt and, have Biliuda (1955). 

Della Clayborn (ol Belle and Tloyd) aio a Mia. bane and they 
hiverum NL Clothe beCharles Wha (1ULC): Josep i Gl923)) latin 
ar eS 

Anna Mae m, Clarence, Peek aud have Alice (1937); fohu C. 
(19-44), 

Artema Reetor (of Polly Wells) m. Scott Highsaw and they 
have a family in New Meaico. 

The Andrew family rightly belongs here under that) of Jolin 
Wells but like nearly all other families, it became mingled with other 
vroups. ‘The proper spelling of the mame is to omit the final “s”, just 
like the fishewman on the sea of Galilee did. bt is an old aie cd 
means “manly.” 

The Andrew family came from North Carolina and settled at 
Red Boiling Springs, Teun, back in the late 1700s, Daniel was the 
provenitor of all by the name that populated Cumberkuid, Clinton, 
and adjoining counties. Ele had six sons and four daughters bred: 
rick, John C., Ilijah,. Isaac, Henry, Willits, [liza, Killy, Nanev, 
and Mary, 
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(2 The Big Wells Family 

Naney mi. a Hoover; Mary i. a Reed and the other two girls 
died single. 

Isaac Andrew had one son, Marion; ilijah and Henry, no record. 

William (of Daniel) am. Fanny Winfrey, dau. of Israel Winfrey 
and reaed ti, Henry, Granville, and) William, Granville died 
in [912 at the age of 91, leaving a host of descendants around Creels- 
hore, Ky. 

Mredvick (of Daniel) m. Jane Rubel of Termmessee and to them 
were bor two sons, Jolin Landon and Jacob. Jacob lived and died 
i Overton County, Penn. John Landon im. —— and had) John, 
lrethise, May, Tillie, and’ ia, 

Mrethise m. Agatha Thomas (see Tenry Wells). 

May m. Porter Warriner (son of Jasper Wariner) 

Lillien m. Ferd Davis. 

ha first mm. Blain Campbell and had John; second she m. Wil- 
lium Numa. Tell was editor of the New Era of Albany, Ky., for 
nearly 20 years. 

flimmal Wells (1880-1904) of John and Matinda, was the second 
wife of Jolin C. Andrew. John C. born in 1808S in ‘Tennessee came 
with his brother William Andrew. Johu stopped at Seventy-Six and 
Win. at Creclsboro, 

Johu Cy and Cyrus Wells owned a large cotton gin at Seventy- 
Six during the Civil War. 

Johu C. first im, ilizabeth Cooper, brother to Rev. Billy Cooper, 
and to them were born Jacob Jackson. (1833); Milton (1836); Prethise 
(Jau0e shelby (15=). 

John C. next im. Hannah Wells in 1865 and they had Oren (1869- 
1939); Nanny 1867-1901); Lewis L. (1871). Oren remained single. 

Nanny Andrew (of John C. and Hannah) om. Will Henry Tiun- 
mon (1860-1933) and to them were born Zenoya (1854); Zeno (1887); 
Lilliemeleaoy: Zoln (lS9s)s an intane’ (1900 J. 

Zenova of this group im. Milton Derossett and had five children— 
essie, Miavudell, Estelle, Gleason, and Lindon, j 

Issie am. Bill Wells Gof Rev, J. Po) and had Wilford and some 
intiits. 

Miaudell me Will Carlton and had six children—Zenova, Jean, 
CGleema, Murl, Pala, and David, 

Mstell in, Arnold Davis and had eight children—Wanda, Lowell, 
Keith Arva, Tra, Janice, Doris, and Sandra. Wanda of this group 
in. Doyle Vincent and they had Norman and) Jim. Gleason and 
Laincdlor aa. awaty. 

Zeno Hammon (of W. fh) im. Betty Loy of Russell County and 
they have Welcome, Welby, and Russell, Welcome has spent his lite 
teaching school, 

Welby in. Betty: Bennett of Russell and has Deborah, 


Children of David Wells 43 


Lillie (of W. HL.) un Jolin Neathery, son of. by and Betty and 
to them only one daughter—Vera who am. James York with wo issue, 
Lillie is a teacher. 

Zola of W. Th. married up north, with no issue, 

Lewis L. Andrew (of John C. and Tanah) am. Panny C. York 
(1877) and to them Ophis, Lova, Gleah, and Leslie. 

Ophis never married. 

Lova (1903) a. Bill LL Vitatoe (1888) who is Postmaster of 
Albany, Ky., and to them were born Olene (1924); Wilbur (1926), 

Olene m. Welby Flowers, son of Rev. Bradley Mlowers, and they 
have Kay. 

Wilbur im. Inolene Cross, dau, of Walker Cross, and they have 
Patty and Jill, 

Gleah in, William B. Grider (of Samuel Grider) and to them 
were born Sam Lewis, Wendell, and Doris, Sam tL. im, Gay Looney 
and Wendell m. Ina Lee Vhrasher. Both boys spent several years 
in the OLS. Navy. Their father, Bill Grider, is a retired Naval officer; 
having 22 years of service, 

“Asa Frethise Andrew (1589) of Johi’s first set im. Louisa Wells, 
dau. of Solomon Wells, and to them were born nine children—Tilda 
Andrew, Sherman, Cyrus, f{tta, lam, Dan, Jim, Lula, and Shaely. 
They migrated to the West. 

Leslie (of Lewis Andrew) im. Roberta Teachout and live in 
Mlorida with two children, lrances aud) Nell, 

Susan Wells (of Jolin and Malinda) (1$33-1863) m. Ielis Crouch 
of Tennessee in 1850 and had a small family. 

Asa Wells (of John and Malinda) mm. Lucinda Davidson in 1856 
and reared Laura (1870); Leona (1872); Jas. A. (1874); Milton A, 
(1876), (Gov't. Census). 

Albert Wells (of John and Mitlinda) a. lmily Mcflroy in 1880. 
Albert. was born in 1537, 

Milton Andrew (1836) (of Joli C’s first set of children) mm. Sarah 
Wells (1843) in 1859 and to them were born two children, John and 
Susan, 

His Johnoam,. Maggie Warinner, dau, of tL. Warinner of Seventy- 
Six, ky., and to them was born one daughter, Lata Jane (1853-1956) 
who m. Dr. Win, Arthur Frogge (1855-1935) in 1908, of Albany, ky. 

Yo Dr. and Laura J. were born three children, Norman Bruce 
(1909); Verlie rene (1914), Robert Magene (192), 

Norman Boa, Charlotte Ash (1915) in 193-6 and to them, Linda 
Gayle (1938) and Charlotte Jean (19:10). They live at Limesa, Tex, 
where Norman B. Operates the “Progye Studio.” 


) 
i 
Verlie Irene Frogge im. Huzo Contruce: in 19t3 and they have 


three children—Donna Annette (196); zo Lynn (1Ot7); Rosemary 
(1951). Contrucei is an occupation contractor of Pidiana, Penn, 
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44 The Big Wells Family 


Robert Eugene Frogge m. Julia Rudenko in 1946 and to them 
were born twins, Robert Bruce and Rover Norman (1948); Win, 
Arthur (1951). They live at Akron, Ohio. 


DAVID, JR. 


David, Jr, moved from Cumberland County to Marion County, 
ky., and reared a family during and after the Civil War. His son 
Geo. Elbert Wells went then to Casey County where he reared his 
family of three—Lincoln Joshua, Julia, and Maggie, Julia M. died in 
1956, age 83. 

Lincolu J. (1867-1953) m. Lizzie Sweeney (1570) in 1886 who 
gave him four children to wit: Ibert M. (1887); Lillie (1889); W. J. 
(1892 dee?) beg. fr. G 1904). 

Lincoln, Sr, served as Sheriff of Casey County and then served 
as County Judge 1910-1913, Tle was aanan of great wealth, owning 
thousands of acres in Casey County besides his Bank shares, 

Lincoln’s children took over the operation of the huge farms after 
their father passed on. 

Ibert M. served as County Clerk of Casey County. Ilis work 
is recorded in his nickname “Jack.” He married Bertha lé]liott in 1909, 

LJ, Jr, om. Roberta Buchannan in 1933, 


DAVID, SOLOMON, ‘NANCY 


James Vigles, of Virginia, married Nancy Wells, daughter of 
Solomon Wells and to them were born ‘Taylor Vigles, James, Dr. John, 
Rosemary, and Wim, Thomas, 

‘Taylor, no record, 

James d. about 1951 at the age of 100. 

Dr, John am. and had a son, Jolm. 

Rosemary dein Hlinois with no issue so far as T have learned. 

Willian ‘Thomas m. Minerva Pladley and reared six children’ at 
Creelsboro, Ky. They were Frank, Sabina, Sally (Sarah), Louella, 
Nanny, and John. . 

Frank (of Tom) m. Mima Dunbar with no issue; Sally m, Rich- 
ard Keaton, no issue, 

Sabina (1868-—--) m. Richard Coe of Rochester, UHI, in 1888 and 
to them were born six children—Charity (1589); Richard) Oliver 
(VSI Me Sa Wie C100L); Theodore C. (1804); “Jeanette. Jc (1906); 
Cthermes le CI9l2). 

Charity m. Jay T. Wood to whom’ was born Tom J. who. tives 
at Phoenix, Aviz., and has two children—Tom I’) and Mark Jay Wood, 

Richard Om. Lala belch in 1916 and have two adopted chil- 
dven= Richard and Dorothy. 
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Children of David Wells A5 


Samuel W. m. Mary Springer in 1927 and have Marylin b. (1932). 

Theodore C, m, Laura Hale in 1924 and they have Joan (1930) 
and Richard (1933). 

Joan (of Theodore) m. Robert Rowell and has William. 

Laura d. and Theo. am. Helen Minear; she'd. and he m. Nina 
White in 1956. 

Jeanette J. m. Otto D. Gabel in 1927 and to them were born 
Rodman C. (1939) and Stewart 1H. (19-41). 

Catherine L. m. Joseph P. Minch who died in a plane crash in 
1949 leaving no issue, and Catherine then am. Lyman King in 1952. 

Louella Vigles mm. James Ramsey, an old) steamboat pilot) who 
operated the huge Ramsey Supply Store at Somerset, Ky., and to 
them were born five ‘children Ray, Ruth, George, Pom, aud James 
(dec.)., Ray and his mother now own the store, 

John, Dr. 1878 (of ‘Porn W.) am. Pearl Conn and had a Jolin. 
DrWigles dicd “at. Lexington, Ky. 1967. 

Nanny (of Tom) im. William Jolmsou of Russell County and 
reared nine children— 

‘Thelma (1903) taught several schools and died single. 

Reuben (1905) am. Mary Goynat and have one daughter, 
Kathrine, Brandenburg, Ky. 

Bill m. Edna —— and have Billie, Ronnie and another boy at 
Louisville, Ky. 

Maygyie in. Kubel Platmaker and have one son and two daugh- 
ters—Kuba, Kent, and Larry. ‘They live in Tennessee. 

Minerva (1910) m. ‘Poin J. Allen (1901) a son of Tom and Mary 
Grider Allen. To them were born Barbara (1936) and Philip (1937). 
Barbara is secretary of the Garment Factory of Albany, and Philip 
is a linotype operator. Barbara im. in 1957, a son of J. B. Smith of 
Albany, ky. 

rank (of Wan. J.) mn. Alwa Flatt, dau. of Rev. lM. Platt (dec. ). 
No issue, lollowing the tradition of his father, Prank is a carpenter, 

Bessie (of Win. J.) am. Janes Stephenson, son of Silas Stephen- 
son, and both are teachers in the High and grade schools of Cum- 
berland County. 

Pearl m. Dravo Tarter and have Daniel, David, Nancy, ‘and 
Ada L. | 

James (of Wm.) m. Jo Neil Aaron and have Michael They 
live at Russell Springs. 
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DAVID, SOLOMON CYRUS 


Solomon Wells (1798-1861) an. first, Permelia Kelly about 1520 
and to them were born Tom, Cyrus (1524-1877); Washington (1832- 
1894); Nancy, Tilda, Joel, Louisa, Agnas (1838); Joli (1840); 
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AG The Big Welly Family 


Solomon m. second, Rhoda Vigles (1S8T1-1S91L) in 1841 and to this 
union, William (1642-1920); Allen (1544); and Henry (1847-1923 ) 
were born, 

Your Wells (of Solomon) m. Katherine (Kitty) Vigles and to 
them were born two children—lrank (1852-1919), Ellen. — 

Prank Wells m. Julia Clayton (1858-1883) in 1876 and to them 
three children were born: 

Raymon (1877); Nora (1880-1928); Linda Julia (1883). 

Raymon m. Alice Anderson in 1895 and reared seven—Ilazel, 
Mabel, Mary, Merl, Esther, Helen, aud -Miriam, in Wichita, Kans, 

Linda Jolia im. William Keeny in 1930.) Tle died in 1948 leaving 
no children. ‘They live also in Wichita, Kans. 

len Wells (of Tom) m. Sam Lester (brother to Milt) and they 
have four children—Sallie, Mollie, Joe, and Anna. 

Sallie im. William Ie) Duvall of Clinton Co., Ky., and have four 
children—Joe * Ina, J. 11, and Walter L. Duvall. They live at 
Belle Plaine, Kans., where Walter is Postmaster. 

Mollie mea Mite Barns and have James and Samuel. 

Anna. Mar, Tfatfield and have Loyd, an adopted son, 

Cyrus Wells (1824-77) m. Fanny Grider (1525-1904) and to 
them were born Susan (1851-1905); Docia (1$44-1900); Lewis 
(1847-1928); Vilford (1849-1934); Martin, (1853-1934); Ilizabeth 
(1856-1935). 

Susan Wells m. Milton W. Triplett (died 1907), a corporal in 
the Civil War, aud to them were born Fanny, Kate, and Dit. 

anny never marricd, died at the age of 15, 

Kate im. Loran McCoy and to them were born Roy and an infant, 

Dit Vriplett m. Hattie Logan (1589) and to them was born one 
daughter, Laura, who married Herbert Childers (1596) in 1922 at 
Burnside, Ky. They have two children—Ilattie Marie and Edwin 
Dale. Tlattie Marie marricd Delbert Vaught and live at Iranklin, Ind. 

Ditzler and wife Ifattie are buried at McAlester, Okla. 

 Tfattie Marie and Delbert have two children at shi date— —Carolyn 
Dale (1950); Harvey Dean (1954). Besides Laura, Dit and Eva Sue, 
who was brought up by another family in Oklahoma never to estw 
her own folks, 

Docia Wells (1844-1900) im. James LH. McCoy, a veteran of the 
Civil War and reared Loren (1869-1934); Cyrus (1871-1917); Jerry 
B. McCoy (1875); and lanuny, 

Loren B. (1869-1934) m. second time to Laura Kate Guthrie of 
Kentucky and to then were born 12) children—Samuel L. (1902); 
Laila, (1904-1915); eddie (1906-53); James V. (1908); Karl W. 
(a Kinpiast Ott. decade ora) (1912) Sarah. (4901S); Eaura. 2: 
(1917); Luther (1919, dec.); Arthur (1922); Alfred Joe- (1927). 
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DAVID, SOLOMON, CYRUS WIELLS 


Samuel L. McCoy (of Loren and Kate Guthrie) m. Thelma Perry 
of Oklahoma and have four boys, 

Iddie B. im, Ireeda Smith in 1O3t and have three girls and one 
hoy. 

James Vom. Jetty Pony in 1931 and have two girls and two boys. 

Mark Woon. Ruby Hony in 19385 and have three daughters and 
one son. 

Lora Belle in. H.R. Witham and have three boys, one son and 
one daughter having died. 

Sarah Ov m. John Neal and have two sons and one daughter. 

Liaura eo. 2 and have one son and two daughters, 

Arthur im. Almaree Woods and have three boys. 

Alfred Jom. Rath Laverne Smith and have two boys and one 
girl, 

All these children except Samuel reside in northern California, 

Cyrus A, McCoy (1871-1917) (of James and Docia Wells) im. 
Mary Eliza. Booher (1881) in 10b and to them were born Ruby 
Jewell (1902); INddie O. (1903-1905); James A. (1907); Mary Docia 
(1915); 

Ruby m. Khner R. Wright (1894-1953) in 1923 and they have 
four children—Mary ., James M., Nelda G., Jonathan C. Ruby’s 
children are all married and live in southern California, 

James A, (1907) m. Ruby Guinn (1905) dau. of Robert Guinn 
(Bob), and to them were born James Guinn (1926) and Helen G. 
(1932). 

James A. is a minister of the Gospel and Ruby is a great church 
worker. They are employed at the Centralia School in Anaheim, Calif. 

Mary Docia m. Cola D, Allen (1901) in 193-f and they have five 
children—Dena Joyce (1985); Cola RK. (1937); Isaac A. (1940); 
Philip (1943, dec.); David N. (1944). 

Dena Joyce of this family is married and lives at Orange, Calif, 

Col is in the Air lorce. 

Allen, the father, is employed at the Kuotts Berry Farm at 
Anaheim, 

Jerry B. McCoy (1875-1957) im. Myrtie Stearns (1882) and to 
them were born Docia (1900); Fred P, (1902); Jim I, (Leck) (1904); 
Clara® (1906)? Ruth 1908); VWallie (TOO); dauey (1932); Leon 5. 
(1915); Beulah (1918); Arlee and Harley (1920). 

Docia McCoy m. Will Wolfe and to them were born Clara May, 
Kenneth, Billie, Clenieve, 

Clara May (1917) im. Joe tneglish (1916) and have Joe, Jr. 

Kenneth m. ©. Warren and they have Juda, Betty Jane, Chas. k., 
Joyce, Glenn, Diann, and Philip. 
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Juda m, Ronnie Powers and have Junior, 

Billic m. Betty Shorie and they have Billie, Kathy, and Russell. 

Glenieve m. Carl Pennie and have one daughter, Deborah, 

red PL McCoy (1902) m. Anna Maude Ferguson (1902) and 
had seven children—Eva (1923); Dewy (1925); Wilma (1927); 
Philip (19380); Laverne (1933); Fred Jr. (1937) dec; Brenda (19-43). 

vam. Paul Newby (19/4) and to them were born Ifreddie, 
Paul and John DD, 

Dewy McCoy m. Justina Flowers (of Rev. Bradley Flowers) 
and they have Dewy Il and Barry J. 

Wilma McCoy m. Hugh Biagi and to them were born Patricia, 
Gretchen, James, Anna Marie, and Teresa, 

Philip McCoy m. Margie Shelly. 

Laverne McCoy at present is taking a course for a trained nurse, 
m. Daniel Gooskos of New York, 1956. 

Brenda is with her parents and going to school, 

Fred P. MeCoy is a noted mechanic of Burkesville, Ky. Called 
honest red.” 

Jim FL (Leck) McCoy m. Vela Booher and they have Hazel 
(1927 Feryulin (1928): and’ Ronda (1932). 

Hazel McCoy m. Paul Sharp and have Michael and Sarah. 

Julia McCoy m. Myram W. Goll and have James Myram. M. W. 
sells Ferguson machinery and feeds. 

Ronda im, Lewis Lawrence and have Ronda. 

Jim Iloyd (Leck) McCoy is owner and operator of several Jarge 
farms in Cumberland County and is owner of the entire Burkesville 
Stock Yards where much live stock is sold cach Tuesday. Jim I’. moved 
to Bowling Green in 1957, 

Chara McCoy (1906) m. Russell Murphy (1899) and they have 
Mitcepry’ C1925); aniese (71927); Betty” (1929); Dale (1931); ‘on 
(19389; Burbara?®(1937); Charlotte (M941); Cary (1947); Rebecca 
(1948). | 

Margery m. Lawrence Shepherd and have Lara (1943) and 
Steve (1948). 

James im, Edith Brake and have “Candy” (1953), 

Betty m. Dean Vincent, 

Dale an, Sue Davis and have James (1951) and Stanford (1955). 
Sue is the only child of Tf. K. Davis of Burkesville. 

Barbara im. Beldan Allen and have Donna Gail (1956). 

Hallie McCoy (191T) m. Henry Newby and they have Wilson 
und Joy, 

Ruth McCoy (1908) m. Creed Booher and to them Eddie (1939); 
and Daniel (1916). 

Lucy MeCoy (1912) m. George Baker of California, No issue, 
They operate a restaurant at dlardinsburg, Ky. 
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Children of David Wells AQ 


Leon S. McCoy (1915) m, Robbie Logan (1908) and to them 
were born Geraldine (1940) and Gail (1945), An infant died in 
1937. 

Leon S. is a prosperous businessman of Burkesville, Ky. Besides 
his huge John Deere establishment which is one of the most thriving 
establishments of Southern Kentucky, he owns and operates the 1. S. 
McCoy Motor Court on Columbia Street and is the present) Mayor 
of the town. 

Beulah McCoy (1918) m. Escol Brown (1918) and have, Jerry 
T. (1944); Joe D. (1953), 

Mscol owns and operates a Jarge hardware store on Columbia 
Avenue in Burkesville, ky., where he lives, 

Harley McCoy (1920) m. Laura Wade (1914). They have no 
children. Harley owns and operates an establishment in Glasgow, 
Ky., where he deals in all types of cars. Laura operates the Cumber- 
land Hatchery in Burkesville during the hatching periods of the year. 

Arlee McCoy (1920), twin to Harley, m. Homer Shepherd. No 
issue, Tfomer operates the Shell Oil Station on the Public Square 
in Burkesville where he does a thriving business in automobile parts, 
and is also owner and operator of the Neely’s Ferry, established) in 
180-4. 

Elizabeth Wells (1856-1935) (of Cyrus Wells) m. D. G. 1. Allen 
(1853-1924) and to them the following children; William L. (1878); 
Joe Willard (1879-1957); Gersham (1880-82); Hdna (1883-1952); 
1. Clarence (188+); Eliza (1857); lela and, Lula (1890); Fanny 
(1893). Lula died in 1905 and an infant in 1886. D. G. 1. Allen was 
a public-spirited man, having served several years as Justice of the 
Peace in Cumberland County and as elder in the Christian Church, 

William L. Allen im. Dora Wells (1586). For his family see 
Win. A. Wells of Washington, 

Joe Willard Allen m, first Esther Wells in 1898 who died the 
following year. [le m. second Kate Hunter (1884-1935) of Grayson 
County, Tex. To them were born (Alma E, (1905); Elizabeth KE. 
(1909-1916); Joe W., Jr. (1906); Doc Alvin (1913-1946); Betty Jo 
(1921). Paul an infant son having previously died. Most of these 
children were born in Okemah, Okla. 

Alma Allen m, Kellen Slagle (1896) of Monticello, Ky., and to 
them were born Joyce Ann (1931) and Karen A. (1939). They live 
at McAlester, Okla, Mr. Slagle has spent most of his life as Foreman 
of Gulf Refining Co. 

Joe W., Jr. (1906 in Texas) m, Pauline M, Tall (1908) of Dan- 
ville, Ind. To them were born Gary Joe (1945) in Okmulgee, Okla, 
and Philip D. (1947) in Oklahoma City. Joe W., Jr. is a drilling 
contractor and Pauline M. is a teacher in that city. 

Betty Jo Allen im, James J. Bord in 1947 and they have one son— 
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50 The Bie Wells Family 


Kelly Joseph Pord (1953), This family lives at Portland, Ore. 
dua Allen (of D. G. 1.) m. Berry PL Buster (1869-1953) and 

to them were born Wendell (1903); llvin (1904); Reba (1909), 

Mlizabeth (1911); Pauline; Mary Hazel (1923), i? 

Wendell im. Ruth V. Bowling and have Patsy LL. (1931); Dale 
(1033); 1. Wendell (1941). 

Patsy a. Ruel Andrew and have Donnie Ruel (1950); Judy 1. 
Cl APatrieiaed. (L055). 

Dale O. im. Sharan Calehan (1956). 

Mivin Ian. Lettice Neal Dalton (1921) in 1944 and have David 
L.. (1915) and Barbara N, (1948). 

Mary Hazel im. Edw. O. Wells (1916) and have Larry E. (1950). 

Mlizabeth m. Kermit C. Mann (1911). To them, Betty Jo 
(1934-35); Bobby G. (1937); Billy A. (1942); Brenda K. (1948). 
They live at Jamestown, Ky. 

[.°Clarence Alen (of Dy? G. 1.7) ine Muttie Orton (1892) and 
have Paul (1911); Kathleen (1914); Thelma (1924), Clarence is a 
prosperous farmer of Cumberland County and an officer in’ the 
Christian Church. 

Pantin. Sally Williams (1917) arid have no issue. Sally is a 
teacher. Paul is a farmer and part owner of Farmer's Peed Mills 
at Burkesville, ky. 

Kathleen (of L. C.) m. Garvin Murphy of Russell Springs, Ky. 
No issue, Garvin is a farmer and livestock dealer. 

Thelma am. Jewett Back (1919) in 1943 and have Carol and 
Terry M. Jewett is part owner of Farmer's Feed Mills and a farmer 
in Cumberland County, 

Mliza Allen (of D, GC. 1.) m. Fred A. Orton (1887) and to them 
were born Nora (1909); Bessie (1911); Ibert (1913); Bill (1915); 
Kenneth (1925), 

Nora ain, Jéarris Wilkerson and has Carl Allen (1943), 

Bessie m, Edwin Cook (1916) and have Virginia (1936); Patty 
(1937); Jane Evelyn (19-4L); Mary (1944); Ronnie (1950). Virginia 
is in Berea. 

Patty m. Van Johnson and has Gary. Edwin Cook gives his 
children high school educations. 

Lewis Wells (1817-1928) lived and died without marriage. He 
was a financier of his day, always ready to assist those who were 
financidlly embarrassed, 

Martin S. Wells (1853-1934) never married; a true copy of his 
brother Lewis, Both of theny owned large farms and dealt in livestock, 

Tilford B. Wells (1S-19-193-6) mm. Lou M. Cartwright (1853-1926 ) 
and they had six children—Lewis Tom (1887); Chester W. (Dan) 
(1889); Cora’ (1891); ‘Tilford, Jr. (1892); Manson C. (189-4); Danny 
Kate (1899). 


5 
c 


By 
‘ 
i 
j 
; 
i] 
ivf 
Ef 
‘ 
, 7 : 
r 
| ; 
soe f 
5 ti 
a. 
rt 
/ ‘i 
1} 's 


~" 


A 
‘ 
oul 
ii 
/ 
\ 
i) 
“| 
| 
i 
ees 


Children of David Wells 5 


Din Tet ae Wellsiet ASST jenn. 
Jessie Ferguson (1555-1956) and to 
them were born Stanley (1909); 
Nina (1913); and Lewis, Jr. (1921). 
All three children are single. The 
two sons work at the ASC. office 
in Lexington, Ky. Nina is now 
(1956) working in a Tlospital in 
Tarnpa, Pla. ATP three children are 
High School graduates, 

Dr this? sina spreductiofeGuin- 
berland County, Ky., where he mas- 
tered the grades in the free schools 
then going to Olivet, Hh, where he 
graduated in 1915. In the years 
following this he did) evangelical 
work in churches strung from Vir- 
vinta to California, with the Naza- 
rene Chareh. tu 1926 the Assem- 
ae bly of Lexington, Ky. elected him 

Diva keiths WRLS State Superintendent of the Naza- 
rene churches of Kentucky which 
position he held for newly 30 years, 

Ife moved from Science [fill, Ky., to Lexington in 1942. Now 
evangelist. In his 46 years of ministry LT. established 132 churches. 
Got his D.D. at Nashville, 1950. C 

C.W. (Dan) Wells m. Era Bledsoe (1892) to whom were born 
Oscar M. (1916); Anna Kate (1919); Marvin (1923), 

Oscar Wells m. Nellie B. Wells (1920) to which union one son— 
David M. Wells (1949) was born. 

After having served through World War Hl, Oscar bails a nice 
home in Burkesville where he is third owner of the giant establish- 
ment of the Parmer’s Exchange where all types of feed and machinery 
are handled, 

Anna Kate Wells (1919) in. Robert Keeton (1912) and to them 
were born 3 children—Patricia Ann (19410); Barbara (1942); Robert 
W. (1946). Robert Keeton is a thriving farmer of Lawson Bottom 
in Cumberland County, Ky. 

Marvin Wells (1923) m. Rena Cole. They have no children. 

C. W. (Dan) Wells is the owner of several large farms in Cum- 
berland County and majors in corm growing ou his wide acreage of 
fertile fields, 

Tilford B. Wells, Jr. (1892) m. Wounie Mackey, only child) of 
RK. M. Mackey, and to them were born two daughters--Robbie Gay 


(LOU) Thazel (1926). 
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ay The Bie Wells Family 


Robbie Gm. Joe B. Allen and they had one daughter—Janet 
Ste" (Tat. fp, 

te Wells was not married at this writing. 

, Jr is a public-spirited man both in state and church, 
wnt mi extensive farm acreage he is third owner in the huge 
“Farmers [xchange” in Burkesville where all kinds of feed, lumber, 
farm aachinery, and hardware are handled. 

Cora Wells (1891) (of T. B., Sr.) m. Harold Ferguson (1883) 
and to them five were born—Thelma (1908); Rollin (1911); Bertha 
Lon? (192s Vilford Ay (TOTS) Rath (1918), 

Thelma of this family m. Thomas Terrill who was a captain in 
World War If They have one daughter—Thelina Delores (1931). 
Delores m. James Pierce, also born in 1931. 

Rollin (1911) m. Alma Rose and they have one son, 

Bertha Lou im. Stanley Hines Jones (1907-1951), son of Blanton 
Jones, and to them were born three sons—Stanley IL, Jr. (1935); 
James Harold (1939); Michael Blanton (1944). Bertha Lou was a 
Cumberland County teacher, now living at Glasgow, Ky. 

Tilford A. Ferguson (1913) m. Mary Ruth Reeder (1916) and 
to them were born Rebecca R. (1939); Cora Frances (1942). Tilford 
A. is an engineer with the State Highway Department and Mary 
Ruth, his wife, is a beautician in Burkesville, ky. 

Ruth Ferguson (1918) m. Raymond B. Reneau (1917) and to 
them were born the following children: Raymond, Jr. (1941); Ulysses 
S. (1943); Barbara. Pay (1947); Cora Sue (19-49); Richard Harold 
(1954) and virl in 1957, R. B. Reneau belongs to the pioneer family 
of Reaneaus that settled here early and took a strong hand in the 
Relivious Reformation. At the time of this writing R. B. teaches Agri- 
culture in the Clinton County High School, 

Manson C. Wells (1894) m. Fanny Allen (1893) and have no 
children, They adopted a son in 1932 whose name is Wallace Wells. 
Wallace m. Thelma Keen and have two children—Rickie and Anna, 

Manson is another financier of the Wells family. Besides his 
extensive fam acreage he owns several buildings in Burkesville and 
operates a large concrete block factory at his home at Grider, Ky. 

Fanny Kate Wells (1899) m. Joe KR. Wintrey (1899) but have 
no children of their own. They have ene a foster daughter, 
whom they reared and educated. She m. Guy Morgan (of Pred G. 
Morgan) and has four children—Jean (19-46); Gail (1946); Gary 
(1951); Philip Gordon (1957). J. R. is a farmer of Monticello, Ky. 
and Manny Kate is State Chairman of arm Bureau of Women and 
Southern Regional Director. 

Mlbert Orton im, Lena Wells and have Wanda and Karen. 

Bill Orton am. Cora Cooper and have James Allen, 

Kenneth Orton im. Ruth Twin, 
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Children of David Wells Bc 


Lela Allen (of D. G. L.) m, Fred CG. Morgan (1888) and they 
have Sain (1915); Stanley (1918); Letha (1912); Guy (1920). 

Samim, Madge Melton (1926) and have Charlotte. 

Stanley im. Nell Melton, sister to Madge and have Carl Allen 
and ‘Truman. 

Letham. Ewell Morgan and have Randal Jackson. 

Guy m. Margaret Scott (see Fanny Kate Wells). Guy is. third 
owner of T°. T°) M, 

Fanny Allen (of D. G. L.) m. Manson Wells (see Manson Wells 
tree), Letha Morgan, of this family, is a teacher in the public 
schools, 

Fanny McCoy (of J. H. and Docia Wells) m. George A. Guthrie 
and to thei were born eight children—Otis, Jim, Byron, Valeria, 
Georgia, Ralph, Wendell kK., and Warren. Tle m. second Edna Cist. 
No issue, 

Otis Guthrie of this family (1904-1956) m. Minerva Sloan in 1930 
and to them were born five children—Joan (1931); Dale (1933); Janet 
(1939); Knox (1943); Gary (19:15). Joan im. Charles Keaton in 1953 
and have Michael (195-1). 

James Ifranklin Guthrie (1905-1942) died single. 

Byron Guthrie (1914) m. Hazel Aaron (1914) dau. of TE. S. 
Aaron and to them were born Frances Ann (infant, 1936); David 
(1938); Barbara Sue (1941). Byron lives at Columbia, Ky. 

Vergia Valeria Guthrie (1908) m. William C. Tugegle (1906) 
of Albany, Ky. and have Billie Hugene (1932); Lela Nadine (1933), 
Lela Ni im. Bobby Wells (1981) in 1956 and live at Bowling Green, 
Ky. where they are finishing college. 

Georgia Ann (1912) m. Jno. Sherman Appleby in 1925 and. to 
them the following were born: Alfred Ray (1929); Ella Cleneve 
(1933); Bessie Faye and Jessie Kay (1935); Kenneth Alexander 
(19-43), 

Alfred Ray m. Nanny J. Lawhorn and have Michael R. (1953); 
Michela kK. (1956). 

Mila Gleneve m. Harold Robinson in 1955 and have Connie 
Lynn (1956). 

Bessie Faye m, Chas, Ed Sidwell in 1955, 

Roy Ralph Guthrie (1916) m. Mary Griffin (1914) and have 
two daughters, Sharon Carol (1943); Patricia Lynn (1955). Rev. 
Ralph Guthrie is a Methodist Minister. Tle has charge of the Iirst 
Methodist Church at Albany, Ky. 

Wendell K. (1919) m. Eva Wells (1920) and have Jimmie k. 
(1943); Helen Louise (1945). They live at Dayton, Olio.  Mva is 
daughter of Silas Wells. 

Warren Tl. Guthrie (of Fanny MeCoy and Geo. Guthrie) of 
Albany, is not marrigad, 
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54 The Bis Wells Family 


DAVID, SOLOMON, WASHINGTON 


Washington Wells. (1832-1894) m. first Clarinda Bybee and had 
two sons—Alexander (1852-1920); Asa Wells (1855-1927), 

Alex Wells in. first Docia Riddle and had one daughter, Sallie 
Wells (1583). 

Sallie m. Joe Lee Claywell and to them were born five children— 
Docia; Lucile; Paul (191-4); Glenn; and Minnie. 

Lucile m. —— (b. 1915), 

Docia m. Carvin Dicken and they have Ruel, Tarley, Sallie. 

Pauloan. Nina Dicken and have Venita, Preston, [lden, Muary, 
Madye, Jean, Dale, Ronda. 

Venita m. Jr. Pueston and have Jr. 

Glenn died in youth. 

Minnie m. Carmel Conner and have Glendon, John L., Nellie, 
Weldell, and Elizabeth. 

Alex m. second Louiza C. Bell (1852-1928) in 1886 and to them 
were born Preston (1886); Charles W. (1888); John A. (1890); Tom 
G. (1891); Hobart W. (1896). 

Preston never married. 

Charles m. Sopha Orton and had one son, Hugh, 

John A. om. Ann Orton (1898) of Greensburg, Ky., and have 
three children—Ruth (1923); Robert (1925); Ruel (1927). 

Ruth m. Weldon Roland. 

Robert m. Audrey Rogers, 

Ruel im. Juanita Perry, 

Tom G, in, Hallie B. Neathery (1913) and reared four children— 
Reba O, (191-4); Ceorgie B. (1918); Joe Dale (1926); Mayme Gay 
(1925). 

Reba m. Joseph Rupsis of San Diego, Calif., with no issue. 

Georgia m. William [. Latham (1915) and they had Lewis D. 
(1936); Gene Ed (1938); Gary (1940); Linda Nell (1942); William 
Wells (1944). 

Lewis D.m, Jean Smallwood (1933) in 1955, 

Joe Do in. ETsie Gully, no issue. 

Gay m. William S. Latham in 1944. We is a Minister of the 
Christian Church, and they have David Lrwin (1945); Carol (1951), 

Hobart W. never married, 

Asa Wells (1855-1927) m. Mary Kate Sinith (1556-1884), grand- 
daughter of Win, K. Smith, and to them were boru Gertie (——-1952); 
Na (1$79-195-1); Iézra (1878-1953); J. Montgomery (1881-1907); 
Mattie (--—-1902). 

Gertie m. Will Frank Wells) (1870-1932) in 1895 and to them 
were born Tl children—Lula (1896); Letha (1900); Nina (1898); 
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Children of David Wells 55 


Pred (1902); Emma; Reuben (1904); Lydia. Velma, Frankie, and 
Paul died young. 

Lulam. Frank Key (1897) and to them were born 9 children— 
Beulah, Paul, Thomas, Dallas, Harold, Preston, Jewell, Willie Pearl, 
lise. (See Henry Wells tree.) 

Letha m. Cleura Spears and they had Ocie, Lucile, Myrtle, Inis, 
Kenneth, Ella, Lena, Selma, Prankie, Arnold, Lydia, and Billie. 

Nina m. Millard Norris and have 3° children. 

Fred m. Dovie Neal and have four children. 

Kiama im. Walter Riddle and have 1} children. 

Reuben im. Maud Melton. No issue. 

Lydia m. Willard Norris and have 12 children. 

Washington Wells (1832-1894) an. second Martha Ann Bell 
(1831) and had Willian Anderson, (1859-1916); Marion (dec. ); 
Eliza P, (1861-1917); Virginia (1864-1936); Henry (1866-1944); 
George (1867-1892). 

William A. om. Martha James Baldock (d. 1943) in 1883) and 
to them were born nine children—Dora (1556-1912); Myrtle L. 
(1887); Joe F. (1889); Dollie M. (1892); Bertha E. (1896-1957); 
William If. (1899); Georgia Pearl (1902); Carlos Ie. (1904); Nina I, 
(1906). 

Dora m. William L. Allen born 1876 and to them were born, edith 
(1904); Lewis (1906); Joe (1908); Ruth (1909); Magwie (1911). 

edith m. Dave Orton and to them Glenn, Charley, Bobby, Wil- 
lian, Hall, and Hallie. The last three died young. 

Bobby Orton in. Elvira Denny 1957, 

Charley m. Evelyn Thomas and have one child. 

Lewis m. Eliza Winfrey and have Neil. They live at Monticello, 
Ky., where Eliza teaches school. Lewis is a farmer of Wayne County. 

Joe m. Robbie Gay Wells and have Janet Sue (1944). Joe is a 
prosperous farmer. 

Ruth (1909) m. Ollie Spencer (1903) and have Dale (1936) and 
Gail (1946). Ollie is a retired naval officer and lives at Russell 
Springs, Ky. 

Maggie m. Bill Snow Murphy and have Truman (1933); Doris 
(1936); William (1943); Brenda (1945); Rogers (1952). Bill Snow 
is a farmer. 

Truman m. Nancy Thomas and hate Truman, Jr, and one daugh- 
ter (1957). 

Myrtle L. (1887-1923) single. 

Joe Frank (1889-1954) m. Mlizabeth Orton in 1915 and to them 
were born Kdward (1916); Joe, Jr. (1915); Richmond (1920); Nita 
Fay (1922); Newman (1927); hatin ase 

Dollie M.oam. William J. Bo Willituns and chad) Archie Bryan 
(1919-1939). ‘They live at Columbia, by. 
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50, | \ oe The Bie Wells Family 

Bertha I. Wells m. Ottie M. Cummings and to them were born 
Wiighla 1923 7; Otue, Ir (1993); Donk (1920); Lowell. dt, (1937); 
Warren (1946). 

Williaa PL Wells m. Pearl Irwin and had James Kenneth (1 192): 
Ruby N. (1924, dec..);, Betsy Ju: (1926); Klizabeth Gay (1930); Bobby 
Clem (1937), 

Georgia Pearl in, Willie Bledsoe and they lad Ruby Nell, 
Martha, and Rosemary. 

Carlos I. Wells m. Mary Davis and have Nadine Wells (1933); 
Ida Maye ¢€193-1); Phyllis C. (1941); Wain. Stanley (1945). 

Ida Mitye m. Chas. I. McKinley and has Vickie and Reed. 

Nina llizabeth Wells a. Walter frwin and) they have one 
daughter Loretta Nell (1041). Walter is a merchant of Russell 
Springs, Ky. 

Marion (of Wash.) died single. 

liza P. (1861-1917) m. Levi Blankenship (1859-1928) in 1883 
and to them nine children were born—Albert (1884-1918); Nora 
(1886); Mervin (1889); John L. (1890); Verta May (1891); Ben- 
jamin (1594); Henry (1 896); Niatite Io. ( LaOg a: Lella M. (1902). 

Albert (1854-1918) m. Lou Sloan (1888) and reared Georgia 
(190997 Kathleen C1911), James (1913) - 

Nora am. Rance Williams and have Fanny, Lilbert, and Wilma. 
They live in Haydenburg, Tenn. 

Mervin m, Altie Davis with no issue. They live in Red Boiling 
Springs, Penn, 

James Blankenship (of Albert) m. Mable Cravens and have 
Albert) Edwards and Peggy Sue. James is) superintendent of 
the big Garment lactory, Cave City, Ky. 

Georgia Blankenship (of Albert) im. William Renfro and have 
Mlizabeth whom. Plugh Smock, They live at Gary, ludiana, likewise 
do Kathleen and their mother, 

John L. Blankenship im. Litchie May Davis and have Frances, 
dna, Polly, and James. They live at Difficult, Tenn. 

Vert May om. Marvin Ray. Tad one son of died, 

Benjamin m, Lala Dixon and they have seven children—Ben L., 
stelle, Gladys, Hilda, Junias, Christine, and Dorothy, 

Hlenry im. Alta Clark and have eight) children—Sidney, Jonah, 
Atbert, Vela, Lenpie, tava, Nell, and joe, They live at Helena, 
Vou, 

\fattie m. Lex Mosley and have Vester, edith, ethel, and Robbie. 
They Jive at Goodlettsville, Tenn, 

‘Lella Mem, George Clark and have Doyle who has four children 
in Akron, Ohio. 

Virginia Wells (1864-1936) (of Washington) mm. Samuel Kearney 
(1558-1911) in PSS3 and to them were born—William A. (1884); 
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Children of David Wells 57 


George W. (1886); Laura (1885-1951); Zella and Zona (1889); Min- 
nie, Ada, Lillie, Cora, Bessie, Mattie, James KR. (L906). 

William A. im, Addie Radford and lives at Campbellsville, Ky. 

George m. Ruby Coop and have Sopha (1921); Josie (1922); 
Bonnie (1925), 

Laura m, Geo, Pryor; Minnie m. Solomon Polston; Ada om. Hed. 
Piercey; Lillian (dec.); Coram. J. W. Malone; Bessie im, John 
Ferrell; Mattie m, Crit Collins. 

Ilenry Joel Wells (1866-1944) (of Washington) m, for his first 
wife in 1890, Adline Smith (1867-1894) who was a daughter of 
Jonathan Smith, a descendant of Raccoon John Smith. To them were 
born two girls—Martha Jane (Jeany) (1SOL) and Cora Antham 
(159-4). 

Jenny m, Christopher Columbus Flowers (1856) and to them 
were born—Ear] (1916-1917); James (1918-1928); Mary Iraye (1921); 
Robert Wells (1923); Billie (1927); Infant twins (1933). 

Mary kaye m. Nathan Woodrum and have Ruth Ann (1946) 
and Martha I. (1953). 

Robert W. m. Alice Sawyers and have Phyllis Ann (1947). 

Billie m. Cecily Shryock and have Patricia (1951) and Susan 
(1953). 

Cora Anthem Wells (189-4) (of Henry) m. Win. Virgil Wesley 
(1893) and to them were born—ldwin Hugh (191-1); Kenneth Paul 
(1916); Glenn (1919-1945); Holand Creel (1921); Larney Mugene 
(1923); Msclon Wells (1925); Doris Evelyn (1925); Donald Lynn 
(1933). 

Of this family, Hugh m. Opal Grant. 

Paul im. Anna Ruth Piercy and have Ronald and Randie Ruth. 

Holand C. im. Hazel Bledsoe and have Phyllis Ann and Betty Jean. 

Larucy I,m. flortense Clark and have Larney, Jr and Dannie 
ledywin. 

M’sclon W. im. Beverly Westphall and have Wanda Kay. 

Doris I. 1m, Allen C. Loy. 

Donald L. m. Melba Tlaas and have Michael Paul, Gary Lynn, 
and Donald J. 

Henry Wells m. second, Celestie Guthrie, dau. of Jolin Guthrie, 
and had one daughter—Lela Wells (1899), She me Paul Pennycull, 
son of Rev. Johu Hf. Pennycuff and they had James Tall He oan, 
Wilma Rogers in 1947 and to them were born James and Tony, 

Paul Pemycull is a farmer, miller, merchant, and postmaster at 
Seminary, ky, 

ella Wells (1879-1954) (of Asa) m. Millard) Alexander (1877) 
and to them seven children were bor at Glasgow, Ky.—Llildreth 
(1900); Lucy (1902); Kobbie (1901); Seva (1906); Myrtle (1910); 
Ruth (1913); Leroy (1918). 
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58 The Bie Wells Family 


Hildreth m. Alice Shaw and they have Hildreth, Jr. and Donald. 
They live in Cincinnati, O, 

Lucy m. Glenn Ilicks and have Dorothy, Eugenia, Jacqueline, 
and Clara Ruth. 

Robert im, Christine McClocklin and have Lyndell, Paul, Ronnie, 
Patsy, Billie S. Ronnie met an accidental.death at 10, 

Seva m. Luther Isenberg and have Orville (dec.), June, Joyce, 
James, 

Ruthin. John L. Harlan and to them were born [Hilda and Jas LL. 
Live at Detroit, Mich. 

Myrtle died young. 

Leroy m. Louise Turner and have Brenda (19-41); Sharon (19-43); 
Frances (1950). 

zra Wells (1879-1953) firstin. Maude Stella Brown (1883-1954 ) 
of Adair County, ky., who went to Oklahoma in 1900 and met Ezra 
Wells and married in l904. To them three children were born. 
Nell (1907); Reuben (1909); Cubrow (1913) all b. at Ravena, Tex. 

Nell im. E. J: Tfolt: “No issue. 

Reuben m. Mozelle Cozbey, Durant, Okla, and to them six 
children were born—Larry (1940 dec.); Levvin Asa (1947); Linda 
Kathiven (1913); Lenioal Dee? (1945); Wendell R. (1947); -lestelt 
(1949). Live at Wade, Tex. 

Cubrow Wells m, Estell Clester with no issue. Live at Oklahoma 
CHY: 

Mattie Wells (of Asa) in, Dave McCabe and died soon after- 
wards (1902). 

lzra (of Asa) m. second time Mattie Smith (d. 1943) and to 
them were born four children—Ralph (1934); Lloyd (1936); Lonnie 
(1938); dna (1910). Phey live at Lovington, N. Mex. 

James Montgomery Wells (1581-1907) m. Lela Morgan and had 
one son—Kenneth M. (1907). 

Kenneth m Mlizabeth Lockridge and have Wim, lL. (1939). They 
live at Mayfield, Ky., where Kenneth has a picture establishment, 

Asa’s first wife died in 188-£ and in 1887 he married Iauny G, 
Murphy, 19 years old, and Jeft. 

George Wells (1867-1892) m, Alice Andrew in 1888 and has 
Clara, Bertie, and Ceorge F, Jro Their mother died in 1952. 

Clara. Edd Matheny and dives at Kinsley Kans., no issue. 

Bertie im. Ray Caswell and lives at Garden City, Kans., no issue, 

George, Jroam. and have four—Hlla Marie, Betty Jane, Billy 1., 
and Jackie Lee. 
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Children of David \Wells 59 


lla Marie in. Mr Byers and have Mary Lou, Jane V., and 
Donald 1, 

Betty Jane im. Cloyd Westphal, no issue. 

Boys single, 

After the death of George Wells, Alice Wells, his wifes am. J. 2b. 
Penmycull of Clinton County and moved West. 


DAVID, SOLOMON, THENRY 


Ifenry Wells (1847-1923) (of Solomon) i. Adtine Bell (18-48- 
——) in 1865 and to them were born 12 children—tsabel (died young ); 
Will Ifrank (1870); James Alfred (1572); Ada (1876); Della (1878); 
Dillon (1681); Mrethise (1583); Tella (1880-1916); Don (1890); 
Lizzie (1856); Martin, Isabel, Leslie, and) Martin died) young, 

Will Frank Wells m. Gertie Wells (.-—-1552) in 1895. (See Asia 
Wells for the family.) 

James Alfred Wells mm. Martha Vo Dicken in 1893, of Clinton 
County, Ky., and moved to Tidianapolis, Inch, where he reared most 
of his HE children: Leonard 1, Willard Th, Plossie May, Rose, Lillie, 
Mada, James, Marvin, George, Charley, aud Dorothy. Lille, Mada, 
George, and Dorothy all died young. 

Leonard Wells m. Nora Corbin. 

Willard Wells im. Vallie Parrish and have Vera and Elizabeth, 
They live at Cave City, Ky. 

Ilossie Wells in, R. G. Smith of Merrimac, Ky., and reared 12 
children—Win, T., Evelyn, Helen, Alfred, Raymon, Alice, James, 
Richard, Kobert, George, Kay, and Granville. 

William Po am. Jane Reed of Indiana, 

Evelyn, Win, T. Saligoe of Indiana; Helen im. Dale Willis; 
Alfred in. Lilly Dodsou, 

Rose Wells (of Alfred) im. Oscar Scales and have 9 children— 
Paul, Martha, Orville, Hattie, Betty, Dorothy, Donald, Shirley, and 
Richard, 

James (of Alfred) mm. Christine Key. 

Marvin in, Helen Key of tidiana, 

Charley Wells m.— 

Henry Wells, Sr. (1847-1923) an. second Winnie Coop and tic 
three Children--Manson C., Wilma, and Roel. 

Manson om, Pearl Rogers and was a Baptist Minister of Elorse 
Cavey. ile died im 1907, 

Wilma. Gene Owens. 

Ruclin, Beatrice Cole. 
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GO The Bie Welly Family 


Lai Wells m. Frank Key and have the following: 

Beulah (1916) im. McSwain Greer and have Paul, Leon, Dale, 
und Quinman, 

Paul (91S) m. Ocie Perkins and have Meclva, Linda, Billy, faudy. 

Vhomas (1920) am. Bernice Roach and have Charles, Bobby, 
Donald, and Brenda. 

Dallas (1921) m. Golda Neeley and have Jimmie and David. 

Harold (1923) ma. Sybal Sharp and have Dennie, Patsy, Michael. 

Preston (192-4) im. Mae Dell Sraith aud have Larry and Darrell. 

Jewell (1928) mi. Ozie Keith and have Brookie, Carolyn, Marsha. 

Willie Pearl (1931) am. Kenneth Spears and have Joseph) and 
Wayne, 

lise (1935) am. Thomas Jessee. 

Donald Wells (1SS0) (of Tenry) om. Pearl Humphrey (1893 ) 
and to- them were born, Stanley (1915); Thelma (1918); Penry 
(1920); Alene (1923); Howard (1925); James (1929); Clyde (1932); 
and Donald Ray (1936). ‘Phey live around Glasgow, Ky. 

Stanley m. Lera Wilson (1921) and have b. D., Jewell, Chas. led, 
and lolene, 

Thelinain. Paul Poayvkins and have Bobby, Harold, Helen, Ralph, 
Rover, Rebecca, and Philip. 

Henry m. Ruby ~~ (1921) and have Leonard, Jewell, Lewis, 
Junior, Della, Michael, Win. and Deborah. 

Howard om. Elizabeth Reece (1927) and to them were born 
Wanda (193-1); Linda and Glenda (1947), and Th. Wayne (1950), 

Menem. James King (1929) and Chey have Larry Allen (1949). 

James om. tna Bolten (1928) and have Gary Lewis. 

Clyde im. Odell Geralds (19830) and have Sharron and Steve, 

Donald Ray wm. Clarene —— (1940). 

Della Wells (1878-1845) m. George Lacy (1559-1931) and to 
them were born Edison, Orel, and an infant. The last two died, 
Iiclison is a mechanic of Cumberland County and a PV agent. 

Dillon Wells mm. Minnie Norris (1$S85) and went to California 
where his three children—Guy, Larcile, and Henry live. 

Asa lrethise Wells (1883) i. ‘Phyrza Oliver (1882) and lives at 
Celeste, Vex. Pre has eight children- Ruth (1905); Clyde (1907), 
Roy (1910); Nellie (1911); Jewel C1913); Henry (1916); Verlic 
(1919); Marcella 923). Asa Mrethise operates a shop of woodworks 
in his home tow. 

Roth Wells ina Mr. Planmonds aod dives at) Mesquite, Pexies; 
Clyde ma Mar. Gregory and lives at L109 Davis St. Garland, VPexis; 
Nell ina Minn Williaaasonm and lives at 1102 alls D0, Diatlas, Texas: 
Jowell im. a Mir Phartness and tives at G80 Ogden St. Dallas, Pexas; 
Verlie una Mer Brinson and resides at 32-01 Lockmore, Dalhis, Texas; 


be ' 
’ 
’ 
tors 
by 1? 
; t 
' ‘ 
aed 
-. ; 
r] 


Ani 
pecan 
: 
t te 
P 
; 
stig 
fis 
sf «4 
‘ 
he 
) 


Lae ‘ ah ty ea 
Ly nye 14 Ht 
i ‘ "4 “ t Bi 
(} tH Pea + sftt ‘ 
: F ar P tf : ee 
, - } : : 
' 
pelted ee th. 
ayn, Bs a) AV {eto 
: tyit (Hi i) GRRE 
s weer yteae ‘i iff 
/ : W TTERI 
p i 
: ' 4 i 
fl A! ‘ 
} Fy r 43 
aes 
77, 
; ‘ 
9] pcaet | Temes : 
5 
; { F. d 
r n i 
; j ae iJ : nit 
} i 4 p ‘ 
‘ ‘ } it 5 + ‘ 
i ' ‘ > - 
: 
yh) 
«? + teen. 
- ' a 
f - i 4 | "4 sth : 
tii > PtH fad Ma' pod mae DET | 
rom & vclohh , soa ki 
: f 
taka ‘ ieplay 
t ‘ ' phhi 
= 
tones [The ot bt! hind 
4 I : jai eapliat : j 
- 6 ter { ee i 4 
| ESTE edt 6G i- 
‘ Fi : . ' 5 \ 
‘1 tA) arde the? tholyi) ii : 
' f« T.? 
(+f no? ee ea bree 
: ) : od Ae | Oi) vite lf | 
if 1 ' 
i 7 myO)- grab) arenl i pa 
j : nt 
: why (4 » hy ptitvaet xe UK teen 
s t \ i ; 
» «i A hither allo woilidl 
i if | J AT rvnt ‘ae 
opi l oi if 4 j 
i vil { - : {| i ‘) Ivy } 
1) bowers) Qt) sila. Rt)” pall 
Cup t ‘y 
wis radia. ged FOL sdb As Pi eyy 
aivete) wil) Th if 
° o Wy 7 
ri Pleeseet ee boat? woe dbs 7/ toll 
; ki ‘ ‘ 
t. boae 446) } ita : iyi 
7 ] 
j Pius apart thy : if : +} VS. 
; rei Papert Wf yyy +} 
; a ; 


eee ict {/ iL iho y 


Children of David Wells G6] 


Roy m, and lives at 5012 Fairbanks Way, Culver City, California. 

These children are heads of prosperous families. 

Tharsa lla Wells (1880-1946) (of Tlenmry) aa. Tbirany S. Pewin 
(1876-1946) in 1895 and to them were born 13) children—llmer 
(1896); Hubert (1898); Cameron (1900); Burnal (1901); Pearl 
(1903); Henry (1905); Walter (1907); Gordon (1908); Lewis (1910); 
frethise (1913); Fount (914); Hazel (1917); Norman (1920). 

Henry, Gordon, and Frethise died) young. 

Cameron Irwin im. Golda Thomas in 1917, 

Pearl in, Bill Wells (of Win. A.) in J9T8, 

Hubert im. Betty Polston, L919. 

Burnal m, Beulah Polston, 1925. 

Walter m. [Elizabeth Wells, 1925, 

Lewis im. Jessie Leech, 1932. 

Hazelin. Charles Powell, 1938. 

Norman m. Eva Ray Grider, 1938, 

Fount in, Lorene Lawless, 19-40, 

Donald Wells im. Pearl Hamphrey and have Stanley, Thelma, 
Henry, Hloward, James, Alene, Clyde, Roy, and two infants deceased, 

Lizzie Wells (of Henry) in. Syduey Blythe (1878-1934) and to 
them were born Grace, Alma, Bounie, Christine, Callie, and Ollie. 
Grace died young. 

Alma im, Guy Hunter. 

Bonnie m. Dudley Mullinix, 

Callie m. Idd Norris. 

Ollie m. Jim Hicks. 

Christine m. a Davis and second, a Mr. Ross of Indiana. 

Ada Wells (of Henry) mm. Albert B. Vhomas in 189P and had 14 
children—Dorothy (1892); Agatha (1804); Vena (1896); Bethel 
(1898); Zada (1900); Delmer (1902); Hazel (1904); Perna (1906); 
Corban (1908);. Thara (1910); Conley (1912); Randel (191-4); 
Owida (1916); Inez (1917). Hazel and Inez died young, 

Dorothy in. J. Edgar Lee (1895) and have Archie (1920) and 
Glenn Dale (1923), Both are married, 

Glenna. a Bertram and have John (1947) and Lanny (1951). 

Agatha im, Lemuel Frethias Andrew and have 11 children—Maude 
(1912); Fred (1914); Frank (1916); Lillian (1918); John G. (1920 
dec. ); Edgar (1921); Fva (1924 dec.); Delmer (1926); Billie (1928 
dec.); Ama Gay (1931); Charles (1933). 

Vena. Prank Neathery (1890-1955). Por his family see Betty 
Wells (of Win. ). 

Bethel im. Ruby Andrew and have Mildred, Bee, Austin, Hayle, 
and Lowell, 

Zada an. John R. Staton and have May, Wanda Jean and Wilda 
Dean (twins). 
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62 The Bie Wells Family 

Delmer m. Elizabeth Silvers, and have Ada, Delmer, and Juda. 

Pornia am, Hdd Neathery. Por his) family see Betty Wells 
Neathery, 

Corban im. Christine Treadway. 

Thara an. John Tay. 

Conley m. ——. 

Randalin, Loveta Choate and have Jerry. 

Owida im. Alfred Zachary and have Gwenith and Jequita Lou. 


DAVID, SOLOMON, WILLIAM 


Susie (1S62-1945) (of Wing) m. David Vanburen Cowan (1856- 
193-4) in JS83 and to them were born four sous—Olid O., Vada, 
Arcie, and Elomer. 

Olid O. (1884) m. Della Smith (1857), daughter of Judge Perry 
Smith of Clinton County and have two childreun—lva (1909) and 
award (1916). 

Mya, Wade Ridge and have Gerald and Richard. They live at 
Providence, Ry t. 

Mdlward am. Doris Gearnet and had Perry Lee who died at the 
ave of three, 

Olid is a merchant in Albany, Ky. 

Vadaom. Etfie Tweedy and have William, Nellie, and Earl They 
live at [Hloopeston, HL. 

— Arcie m. Pearl McWhorter and have no issue. They live at 
St. Petersburg, Ila. 

Hlomer im. Bessie Cross and have M. V., Susie Lea, and Bryan. 

ME. Voom. Juanita Ferguson and have Jimmie Gail. 

Susie Lea am. Bud Ferguson and have Donnie, Carol, and Jean, 

Bryan in. May Coffey and have hairy. 

Betty Wells (1564-1947) (of Win.) im. Lewis FP. Neathery (1859- 
1923) in ISS3 and to them were born 15 children—Jacob, John, Otha, 
lank, Lillie, [bee, Hadus, Eva, Willie, Adline, Idd, Belle, Burnett, 
esther, and Sallie. 

Lewis Ff. was a farmer and held the office of Tax Commissioner 
and Justice of the Peace of Clinton County, 

Jacob, Lillie, Eva, Burnett, and Sallie died young, 

John (1886-1956) of this group om, Lillie Hammon and to them 
only one daughter was born—Vera, who m, James York and have no 
children, John was a farmer of Clinton County, 

Otha (1887) m. Gertie Piercy of Clinton County and to them 
were born seven children—Roy, farlan, Lucile, Mary, Russell, Kath- 
Jeen, and an infant, 

Roy i. Grace Hopkins and have Jean, fulton, and James. 

Harlan. Virginia Oaks and have ‘Tilford. 
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Children of David Wells 63 


Lucile m, Browder Wright and have Kent. 

Mary m. Wilmot Chestnut, to date no issue, 

Other two married. Otha is a Methodist Minister of Elkton, Ky. 

Frank (1890-1955) m. Vena Thomas and to them were born 
Kenneth, Narva, Roderic, Bettie, and Ceneva.  Irank’s children all 
marricd in Llinois, 

Ibee (1894) m. Lewis Hay and have two children—Rema and 
Franklin. 

Hadus (1896) m. Dr. Isaac O. Reneau and to them were born 
four children—Oren N., Lewis, James Fulton, and Bettie. Lewis 
died young. Dr. 1. O. is a druggist at Albany, Ky., and Tladus is old- 
time teacher. 

Oren N. m. Florence Sherrod and have Carolyn, Susan, Mary, 
Dorothy, and Joyce. Oren N. is following the steps of his great- 
grandfather, Isaac T. Reneau, in being a Minister of the Christian 
Church and at present is chaplain of Boys’ Industrial School at Graf- 
ton, W. Va. 

James F. om. Billie leliott and have James M. They live at 
Tampa, Fla. 

Bettie, the only daughter, is in Transylvania College, Lexington, 
ky. 

Willie (1899-1935) m. Walter Bell and to them were born seven 
children—Hobart, Aucel, Iiimett, Ladonna, Myron, Jimmie, and 
Neta, All these children iarried in tadiana, 

Adline (1901-1950) m. Wilson Tiltord and reared four—Russell, 
Cora, Edward, and Dorothy. All these children married around 
Crothersville, Ind. 

Hdd (1903) m. Pernie Thomas aud have Pattie, Gayle, Jackie, 
and Lynn, 

Belle (1904) m. Alvin Morgan and have Lewis, Leland, and 
Melvin. The last two are deceased. Belle has been a teacher most 
of her life. 

Ksther (1908) m. Carlos Hay and reared Gary, Bettie, John A, 
and Dianna. They live at Waynesboro, Ky. She has been a teacher, 

Sallie Wels (1868) (of Win.) im. Samuel Grider (1871-19-45) 
a Clinton County farmer and merchant, aud to then: were born nine 
children—James Orville (1893); Edna (1895); Amy (1897); Ken- 
drick (1900); John (1902); Bill (1905); Frankie (1907); Lottie 
(1910); Anna (1913). 

J. Orville m. Zelma Burris and to them were born five children 
Gay (1918); James (1919); Gene (1925); Ruth (1927); John C, 
(1929). 

Gay i. Dr. Bellany and lives in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
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G4 The Big Wells Family 


James an. Virginia Wilson and have James, Jr. 

Gene in, Margaret Tartar and have one girl—Penny. 

John Cy im. Regina Story, 

These families live in Cacey County, Ky. Orville is a retired 
teacher and a prosperous farmer and merchant, 

Mdnaom. Lather Burchett and to them were born five children— 
Luther, Jr, Miva, Jimmie, Alice, and Sallie, 

Junior m. Ermol Cross and have Martin and Saundra. 

evan. Willard Conner and have Toney and Lari. 

Jimmie im, Howard Maupin and have Ifoward Carter. 

Alice m. Gordon Dickerson and have Michael, Alice, and Steve. 

Sallie m. Turmey Copeland and have Carolyn and Joe Luther, 

Luther reared his family in Clinton County, all business people. 

Amy m, Porter McKinley and no issue. Porter, a Highway opera- 
tor, died in 1957, 

Kendrick im. Nell Hopkins and have Jay, Howard, and Ray I. 
Kendrick has served on the Police Force in different states. Kendrick 
in, second Ina Long, secretary of Hagle Pass Cheese Co., Albany, Ky. 

Jolm died at the age of 22. 

Bill m. Cleah Andrew and have Sam Lewis, Wendell, Don, and 
Doris. 

Bill is a retired Naval official. His sons have spent several years 
in the Navy and Sam Lewis is studying to be a dentist. 

Samm, Gay Looney, 

Wendell im. Ina Lee Thrasher. 

Donald im, Betty Davis. 

lhrankie m. Chester Cole and to them were born Chester, Jr, 
Delores, Duard, and John D. Chester, Sr, is a prosperous farmer anc 
dairyinan of Clinton County, ky. 

Lottie in, Charles King and they had two daughters—Dorothy and 
Charlene. Dorothy lost her lite while bathing in Dale Hollow Lake, 
July 4, 1952. 

Anna im. Jesse Sawyers, a farmer of Clinton County, and to them 
have been born—Bobby, Jenerose, Kenney, Jimmie, and Sallie. 

Mla Wells (1871) (of Wm.) m. Richard ‘T. Oliver 1892 and 
reared the following: Ozro (1893); Bomnie (1896); Lillie (1900); 
Muda (1906); Gladys, dec. 

Ozro im, Chua Burchett and have one daughter—Barbara, 

Barbara im. J. Kellerman and have Bruce and Glen, They live 
ina Michigan, 
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Children of David Wells 65 


Bonnie m. Will Pweedy and have seven children—Donald E., 
Billie, Ruth A., Wilma, Marion, Glen, and Dale, 

Wilma oan, Dock Duchett aud have Linda, Sally, and Scottie. 
They live im Indiana, 

Donald has Jamie; Billie has fane and Ann; Ruth om. Boss 
MeCormich and has Susie and Sarah; Marion has Kanda, Sherry, and 
Michael, 

Mula om, Charles Ji. Follett and have one daughter—Charlene 
Illa, 

Charles Ik. is Advertising Consultant, W. Lafayette, Ind. 

la Wells Oliver reared most of her family at Hoopeston, Lb. 

Gladys died at age of cight mouths and is buried in Texas. 

Lillie (1900) (of Ella and Richard) am. Lester Wilson and 
reared five children—Gene, Mildred, Wanda, Jack Richard, and Janet, 
Gene m. Verla Williams and have Judith $. and Lance Vimothy. 

Mildred m. Win, Martin Conner and have Michael f.., Susan f., 
and Patrick \W. 

Wandam. Deliner Lush and have Stephen, Bomnie, and Wenda Ie, 

Jack Roan. Wanda Myer and to them were bor tiadlie L. and 
Jerry Lee. 

Janet om. Jerry EK. Scott aud have Jerry Richard. 

This family lives at Peoria, HI. 

James T, Wells (1866-1946) (of Wai.) an. Ernestine Thomas 
(1875-1952) and to them were born Maggie (1891); Bill (189-4); 
Paul and Silas (1897); Mary and Martha (1900); ledd) (1902); 
Vhadeus (1905); J. T., Jr. (1911); Merline (1916). 

Mary and Phadeus died young. 

Maggie m. Charles B. Davis 1908 and to them were born 10 
children—Arnold, dna, Mary, Chloetus, Leeta, Ralph, Wendell, 
Nene, C. B., Jr, and Nell. 

Arnold, (of Maggie) in. Astell Derossett (both bora 1909) and to 
them ie VON eight children—Wanda, fowell, Keith, Arya, fra, 
James, Doris Ann, and Sandra, 

Edna (of Maggie) m. Perry Neathery and have Teddy and Tom, 

Mary (see W. A. Wells). 

Arnold Davis of this group is one of Clinton County's oldest 
teachers. 

Billin. Essie Derossett and have Wilford, two infants having died. 

Paulin. Vressie Neathery and have Hus, Jobn, Pauline, Billie, 
Klizabeth, Joba. 
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66 The Bie Wells Mamily 

John (of Paul) m.. Doris Barnett and have two children—Loretta 
and Dan. John is game warden of Spencer County, Ky. 

Silas im. Mssie ‘Puggle and to them were born Eva, James, Jean. 

Nantinnm, Rev. CG Lloyd. No issue. Rev. C. C, and Martha 
operated the Orphan Home at Springfield, Ky., a long time, where 
vil children were kept and. trained, 

ddan. Bessie Lawhon 1934 and have Gerline and Colene., 

J. V.,. fre om. Effie Lawhon 1928 and have Delina, Holland, 
Mrnestine, Delina. 

Delina (of J. T., Jr) im. Robert Gist and has Robert, Jr. 

Merline m. Osco Guinn and have one daughter—Susanne, e's 
a farmer of Clinton County, Ky. 

Rev. James T. Wells was a Minister for over 40) years. He 
preached the Tfoliness Doctrine without tire and deft a lasting influ- 
ence in the whole country. Ilis large family grew up at Seventy-Six, 
Ky., close to the noted Falls. 

Mattie Wells (1575-1945) (of Win.) am. Willian A. Oliver (b. 
1875) and to them were born three children—Lonnie (1893); Jewell 
(1595); Maxine (1914). 

Lonnie im, Lena Woodson and to them two children were born— 
Paul, who died in infaney, and Lonette (1916). 

Lonette m. Cleve Sherrill and to them three children were born— 
Himderig37 ys David (1942);) Jolin (1953), 

Jewell m. William Graham of Iighway, Ky. and have one 
dauvhter—Ruth (1929), 

Maxine am. Roy Jarvis (1910-1940), a Clinton County teacher, 
and to them were born two boys—Bill K. and Jack. 

Bill Jarvis (198-4) am. Marjorie Nell Williams (1935) and have 
Ramona K.; Jarvis (195-1). 

Jack Jarvis (1935) m. Marjorie Stahl (1937). 

Maxine taught a long time. Her first husband died and she 
married Guy Williams of Dayton, Ohio, where they live. Guy was 
horn 1905. Maxine has been bookkeeper for the Duro Pump Com- 
pany, Dayton, Ohio, many years, 

Jolin lL. Wells (1873) (of Win.) died at three years of age, 

Hsther Wells (1877-1899) m. Joe W. Allen of Cumberland County, 
and died without issue, 

Joseph Williams Wells (1881) m. Bounie A, Grider (1883) and 
to them eieht children were born—Margery (1906); Annie (1905); 
Lottie (1909); Ruth; James (1915); William (1916); Nellie (1920); 
Lowell ( 1921). 


Annie and Lottie died young, 
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William Wells, David's Brother G7 


Margery im. Dallas Murphy and to them four children were 
born—James Earl, Glenn Dale, Darlene, aud an infant. They live at 
Russell Springs, Ky., and are thriving farmers, 

Ruth m,. Paul Williams of Toledo, Ohio, a business man of that 
city. They have no children. 

James im. Sue McGill, of Albany and moved to his hurge farm 
in Salt River Bottom near Mt. Washington, Ky. Tis sole interest: is 
in agriculture. They have three children—jJiimes A. Jin, Betsy Sue, 
and Jo Anelen (1957), 

W., Jr. me Evelyn Mikel of Davenport, Iowa, and have 
two children—Sherry and Cinda. Tle is an airplane mechanic of 
Toledo, Ohio. He and James spent four year in World War TH, 

Nellie m. Oscar Me Wells and have one son—David Wells. Oscar 
is third owner in the huge Marner’s Eachange of Burkesville, Ky, 
and was in World War C1. 

Lowell Ro Wells mm. Pearl Manis of Albany, Ky., and had Linda 
Raye and Paul Douglas (1957). Lowell lives in Liawson Bottom on 
his viver farm, 

fman Cortez Wells (1583) m. May Branham in 1906 and moved 
to Stimwood, Lowa, where he reared his family of seven—Jesse, 
Pauline, Gladys, Geneva, deldrick, Iarl, and Maxine. A small boy 
having died. 

Jesse im. Norma Gray and had Robert, Donna, Rosemary, and 
Dorothy. © 

Dorothy m. Max Long; Robert m. Lois Bowman, 

Pauline m. Charles Davis and have two children—Chas., Jr and 
Williaa. 

Gladys m. Donald Reeder and have Wayne and Richard. 

Geneva m. Harry Kintz and have seven children—Bud, Dorothy, 
Kathryn, Carolyn, Sharon, Stephen and Davicl. 

Mldrick im. Elelen Proscove and lave Mary Jane and Alan, 

Marlon. Darlene Hubler (dec. 1956), . 

Maaine m. Gale Long and to them were born Mark, Deborah, Aun. 

Jesse lives at) Mesa, Ariz, and Pauline at New Castle, Ind. 
Others in lowa. 

Iman Wells has been a life-long carpenter, 


WILLIAM WELLS (DAVID'S BROTEER) 


William Wells (1760-1511) was born in Kent County, Dehuwvare, 
where he enlisted as a private in Col. Tlazeletts: Regiment) from 
Delaware and served two years as shown by his War Record in 
Washington, D.C. Tle was a son of Jesse Thomas Wells, a branch 
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GS The Bie Wells Family 


of the Issex Wells branch that came to Massachusetts and first 
settled at Tpswick town in Massachusetts as previously noted in this 
writhig. 

After the Treaty of Paris in 1783 he went across the Chesapeake 
Bay to Norfolk, Va., where he met and inarvied Mary Nancy Curry 
in 1755, He next moved on down into Spartanburg, S.C. where he 
stayed for only a short time when he came back to Virginia froin 
Which he learned he could obtain land grants in Kentucky. Virginia 
gave him a grant of 200 acres in 1799 in Cumberland County, Ky., 
located on the waters of Obey’s River, Tle came with his wife and 
three sons and two daughters. [le reniained here until after) the 
IS!1O Census which lists him with five more children—three boys 
and two girls. By the time he took another moying “fever” some 
of his first children, which L shall give later, had arrived to the age of 
marriage and begun to rear families of their own, some in Cumber- 
land County and some in the adjoining counties of Barren, Metcalfe, 
and other counties. ‘These older children remained here while 
soldier William moved on to Logan County and finally to Livingston 
County, Ky., where he was elected Tax Commissioner in 1823 and 
Sheriff in 1826. The state gave him authority to establish a Ferry 
across the mouth of Cumberland River in 1830. 

Willian Wells was a man of limited education but possessing 
high business qualities. Tlis Will of June 1888 which mumerated 
only three of his children who lived with him in Livingston County, 
The others having been satisfied previously; 


Witt or Wittiamt Wits 


lirst, 1 direct that all my debts and funeral expenses be paid; 

Second, | direct that the heirs of my son, Win, named Ilenry 
and lucia have five dollars each; 

Third, Twill and bequeath to my son, John Wells, five dollars; 

Fourth, | will and bequeath to my son, Hlenry Wells, five dollars; 

hifth, T will and bequeath to my beloved wife, Mary Wells, all 
my personal and real estate, after the above legatees are paid off, 
to be at her disposal forever, 

In witness whereof, [ have set my hand and seal this the 27th 
day of June, 1538, 

William Wells (seal), 


Under the new pension law of 1832 Wim. Wells filed dechuration 
papers that year and ordered his money to be sent to Henry Wells 
who was Post Master then at Smithland, Ky. 

Of the sons of William. Wells we have a tree of Jesse, Abner, 
and Silas. 

Jesse (1791) was born in Virginia. He had come with his father, 
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William Wells, David's Brother G69 


Win, Wells, to Cumberland County in 1799, ta ISEE he iarricd 
Nancy Scott of Barren County. Their family scattered to) various 
places except James J. Wells (1820-1899), who aarricd Mildred 
(Milly) Franklin (1627-1865) in 15-l4 to whom were born James, 
Win. Cassius, Jeremiah, Ceorge, Settie, Naney, and Mary. Second 
mariage diad Benjamin, llizabeth, Bulfie, and Cleminie by Olivia 
Boyd. 

Of the seven children of James J. and Millie, James an. Ava 
Preston and had Luther and) Mayme, 

Wins, Cuss, ing pusan Spenecs sin 1669 and, reared) TelMa,? Avic, 
and [ebizabeth, 

George Wells in. Lizzie Wade in 1855 and had Wesley, Charles, 
Prank, Addie, Ahna, and Cary. 

Settie m. Dudley Piercey and had Lizzie, Hansford, and Wayne. 

Nancy m, [lmore B=- and had Harley, Mary, and Ora. 

Mary am Jol Slayton and reared Myrtle, Mallie, Millie, and 
Garnet, 

Jeremiah Wells (1850-1931) m. Mary leMen Perkins (1551-1932) 
in 1872 and reared Marshel, Joel P., Edward, George, and leva. 

Marshel (of Jeremiah) am. Gonzola Stout and had Win. and 
Howard. 

IKdward m. Lela Matthews in 1900, no issue. 

George m. Nettie Matthews in 1909 and had sis SA aah 
Nou, Pearl, Ewell, Sader and Archie. 

Iva (of Jeremiah) m. Joc Inoch Matthews in 1903 and had 
Herman, Ploward, and i lis 

Joel P. Wells (1888) m. Eula Bailéy (1890-1956) in TOLL to 
whom were born four children—Clifton, Ray, Carlos, and Paul, 

Clifton R. Wells (1915) im. Lugene Smith 
(1920) in 1938 and had only one chitd—Miar- 
cella, better known as “Bunny” Wells. Clifton 
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operates a large grocery and feed establishment 
at ‘Vemple Till, Barren County. Bunny (1940) 
has entered eight beauty contests in which she 


eee aes 


has won in all of them; the last one in March, 
1957, she carried home the National Crown, 
from Chicago, with sufficient money to carry her 
through college. 

Of James J. Wells’ second set of children, 
Ben in 1895 aa Jane Morton and had two chil- 
dren: Buffie am. Andy Nichols and had two 
children; Lizzie in dra Nichols and) had) tour 
Vie Acetls children; Clemmoie am. Win. Bailey and had 
“Bunny” Wells three children, 
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VO The Bie Wells Family 


Abner Wells (1794) was another son of Win. Wells who was 
born in Virginia before the family moved to Cumberland County in 
1799. He married Delilah Rowsy of Barren County in 18160 at 
Glasyow, Ky., and reared their family in this part of Kentucky. ‘Their 
eldest son was John Langdon Wells (1819) who married Ruth Wil- 
born (1513) and to them were born nine children, to wit: Joshua 
Clark Wells, Hugh, Martha, Jacob, Abner, Vhomas, Dillie, Ain, 
Rachel 1 here sketch this family: 

Joshua C. Wells (1848-1910) m. Anna Rhoda Piercey (185-4- 
1932) who gave him seven children, to wit: Thomas Bartlett, 
Dr. George, Matilda, Cordelia, Osee, Luther, Joli Louis. 

Thomas Bartlett in. Sis Pedigo and reared his family in Kansas 
City, Kians., where he died about 1949, 

Dr. George in, Ollie Spears and had Geo., Jroand Opal. Dr, died 
in Bowling Green in 1956, 

Matilda. J. W. Pidings and reared a family at Summer Shade, 
Ky. One daughter, Lois Strange, is a teacher at the Marrowbone Ligh 
School (1957). 

Cordelia m. J.D. Witty of Bowling Green and had Ruth J. and 
David who lost his life in World War tf in the South Pacific. 

Osee om. first Oran Spears; second Grace Hamilton, live in 
Califoria, 

Luther m. Bertha Paull to whom were born a family at Delpha, 
Jnd., where he died. 

John Louis (of Josh, C.) (1876-1950) m. Lela Harvey (1880) 
and to them seven children were born—Amna Alice (1900-1921 ); 
Hershel (1902); Lawrence Howard (1906); Nellie C. (1907 dec. ); 
Mary ids {1909 ei Loratls., (L013); Kay Benton CI917). 

Hershel Wells (1902) m. Agnes Barrett of Metcalfe County, to 
whom were born Doris (dec.), Barbara, Marlene, Terry, and Lois 
Ann. Hershel is assistant cashier of the Deposit Bank of Tompkins, 
ville, Ky 

Liwrence Howard is a farmer at Summer Shade, Ky. He m., 
Ruba llizabeth tumble, dau. of L. C. Humble of Rowena, Ky., and 
to them three children were born—Judith M. (1938); Sarah Frances 
(19t1); Lo th, dr. (1943). Judith is completing her College Work, 
at Lindsey Wilson, Columbia, Ky; Sarah frances is a student at the 
Marrowbone Pligh School She was crowned “Miss Cumberland 
County Queen” of the Sportsman Club at a beauty contest in March, 
1957, Lawrence tL. represented Metcalfe and Monroe counties in the 
IY16-1918 Legislature and 1957 candidate for County Judge, 

The other children of John Langdon Wells are; 
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William Wells, David's Brother ae 


Hugh im, Hannah Starr in 1872; she died aud hem. second time 
in Kansas, 

Martha (of Jno, EL.) im. an Underwood, 

Jacob im. a Miss Piercey. 

Abner lost his life by a falling tree when a boy. 

Thomas im. a Mubanks aud moved to the West. 

Dillie m. Oliver and reared a family in Glasgow. 

Annan, a Waller and migrated to Nebraska. 

Rachel im. a Jones and went to Kansas, 

William, another son of Abner Wells and Delilah AL Rowsley 
(one record spells it with a "G"), married Lucinda Maria Barber of 
Barren County in 1839 and to this union six children were born, 
mamely: Jane, Mlizabeth (Betty), Mattie, Dr. Thomas, Washington, 
and fohn C, 

Jane of this family in. Kit Robertson and reared four children— 
William, James, Jolin and Anna Belle Robertson, 

Betty m. Jolin Dotson and had eight) children—Martha Miia, 
Miry Frances, Josephene, Lavra f,) Katherine’ (Kitty), Phonias; 
Lucian, and Edmond. 

Mattie (of Win, and Lucinda) m. Robert Daugherty and reared 
eight children—Miattie, Willie, Addic, Sally, Dora, Mark, Tippy, and 
well, 

Dr. Thomas m, Belle Bryan in 1873 and had one son, Plarrison 
Wells. 

Washington Wells m. Louisa Barber in 1848. One record says 
hem. Melvina Sartin (she could dave been his second wife) who 
vave him cight children—Miary, Mlizabeth, Lewis, Magene, Newton, 
Luther, thel and Mula. 

John C. (of Wim. and Lucinda) am. Betty Vaagha lubanks in 
1S65 and had only one daughter—Maggie Pearl who i. J.B. Jewell 
of Cave City, Ky. 

Lucinda Maria Wells, wife of William who married in 1839,. 
died in 1865 and the same year Win. married second to Sabana 
Lyons [ellis, a widow, and reared one son-Luther Leslie Wells born 
August 5, 1867. Sahuna died in [$58 and Wan. m. third to Nancy M. 
Wells, widow of James I Wells, with no issue, 

Luther Leslie Wells (1867-1952) first married Jenny Caldwell in: 
1897 who died without issue and in 1902 Luther Leslie im. second: to 
Anna Rogers, daughter of Tobe and Phoebe Caldwell who gave him 
six children—Louisa Langdon (1903); Luther Rovers (1905); Virginia 
Maria (1907); Dr. Williany Caldwell (1909); 11., Jr. (1913); Philip 
Byrd (1921). 
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fi The Bie Wells lanily 


Louisa 1, of this family m, Win. Prank Richardson of Glasgow, 
Ky., in 1926 and to them were boru—W. I. Hi, a ily. representative; 
| argh? Wells Richardson, medical officer in the Army; Anu S., who is a 
student, ; 

Luther Rogers Wells im, Jane Eminerson Gilbert in 1936 and have 
three children—Roger W., a college student; Ralph G. and Julia 
Caldwell, both in high school, 

Virginia M. Wells im. Cecil Davis in 1925 and have one daughter 
—hizabeth Ann whom. James Rogers, 

Dr. William Caldwell Wells mm. Betsy G. Gilbert in-1938. Ife is 
affiliated with the Samson Hospital of Glasyow, Ky. 

. d.., Jrnom. Mabel Marshall Shelby m 1938 and have four 
children—Nancy Shelby, L. b. 11, Win, Marshall, Sarah Langdon, all 
high school students, 

Philip Byrd Wells m. Ann Elackney of Live Oak, Fla., in 1944 
wud have three children—Jeanne, Barbara Aun, and Philip Byrd, Jr. 

Luther Leslie Wells, father of these six children was a man of 
magnificent business qualities.  Tlis  carlier years were spent in 
dealing in show horses from his “Happy Valley Farm” not far from 
Glasvow, and besides his extensive lands he had much wealth invested 
in stock, banks, and warehouses. Tle and his wife Anna were both 
church workers in the different Christian Churches. Ife amet his 
death as the result of a wreck in 1952 while driving from Cave City 
to Glasgow, Ky. Tlis three sons (not Dr. Win.) took over where he 
left off and have large tobacco houses in Glasgow. 

Silas Wells (1S10-1S51) a son of Willian Wells in. Mary Smith 
(1512-1889) in January, 1680. She was a daughter of John W, 
and Elizabeth Smith, of Overton County, Tenn, and related to our 
Bear Creck Siniths, of this county. To Silas and Mary were born 13 
children—Benjamin (1830-31); Mathias S. (1532-1913); Mlizabeth J, 
(15381855); Geo. S. (1835-1849); Ruth M. (1836-1893); Martha 
(1538); Samuel S. (1840-1894); Naoma (1842-1557); John S. (1544); 
Margaret (1S46-1873); Larie 1. (18-47-1857); William Tliram (1849- 
1933); Silas S. (1851). Seven died young. 

Mathias (of Silas and Mary) m. Mary Dotson (1828-1907) and 
reared five children—Rev, Robert S. (1856-1915); Sis, Minerva, 
Ilivam, Margaret. 

Minerva. J, I. W. More, an old teacher of 50 years in Cum. 
berland County. Tlad one son, who died. 

Sis. Arthur Taylor and had three children, 

Hiram i. a Miss Riley. 

William Pliram (of Silas) m. Martha Watsons and reared five 
childten—Alpha, Dewey, Carmon, Anna, and Dovie, Wain, Hiram was 
a financier of his day. 
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William Wells, David's Brother 73 


Rev, Robert (of Mathias) mm. Ruth J. Blythe (1863-1929) in [833 
and to them were horn nine children—John W. (1855); James M,. 
(1887); Nancy If, (1689); Ioillard GCG. (189h je Walter, BooGl894); 
Cenia (1895); Martha (1898); Win. I. (1900); Maxine (1905 dee. ). 

Rev, Robert was a minister of the Gospel who spent most of his 
life in and around Cumberland County, All his boys, herein named, 
served in World War 1, except Jolin Wesley. 

Johu Won, Lucy J. Blythe in 1929 and to them were born six 
children—Bobby G. (1931); Franklin D. (1985); Mack W. (1939); 
Ruth MH. (1941); Cladys D. (1917); John DE C1949). > J. Wesley isa 
progressive farmer and a amember of the School Board. 

James Meo. Edna Spears (1909) and has two children—leédith 
(1930); ‘Thelma (193+). 

Edith m. Dalton Vletcher and has (§lizabeth May (1948). They 
own and operate a store in Burkesville, 

Thelma is teaching in California. James M., the father, runs a 
large store in Jamestown, Ky. 

D. G. and W, KE. have spent their lives in teaching school and 
never married, 

Nancy IF. has never married. 

Walter B. om. Mattie Capps and reared) three children—Brazil, 
Norman, and Mary Ruth. Shem. Reid Stone and lives at Columbia 
where she has been teaching a Jong time. Walter By is a music 
teacher and lives at Bowling Green, Ky. 

Martha in. Ossie Coffey and have Christine. They live in this 
county. 

Cenia Wells in, Walter Fayett Capps (1688) in 1913 and born 
to them were—Llmer P., Loyace, Gertrude, and Frances. They live 
at Van Nuys, Calif. 

Martha Wells (1838) (of Silas and) Mary Smith) m. Milton 
Bramham, a Corporal in the Union Army of the Civil War, and. to 
them one daughter was born— Mary, 

Mary (of Milton B.) am. Balenger Spears, a Justice of the Peace in 
1898. To them were born five sons and four daughters—Zina D., 
Martha, Blain, Ruth, Maggie, Cleura, Carmon, Pugh, and Travis. 

Zina Dom. Matilda Davidson and reared seven children—lthel, 
Ava, Keron, Thelma, Karson, Kyle, Bernice. 

Kthel im. Creed Cary and to them were born Nelda and Thomas. 

Nelda im. Clayton Shannon and have Parker and Deborah, 

HIugh Spears (1903) m. Della Key (1899) and to them five 
children were born—Sylvia (1922); Mayford (1927); Juanita (1930); 
Mildrid (1933); Alton (1939). Pugh served a long time as Justice 
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7 The Bie Wells Family 


of the Peace and served as County Judge of Cumberland County, 
1950-1953. Nominated on the Democrat ticket of May 28, 1957, for 
Sheriff of Cumberland County. 


MORE LIVINGSTON COUNTY RENATIVES 


While the Revolutionary William went from) Logan County, 
Ky., to Livingston County, many more of the Wells family followed 
hint from Logan to Livingston in the carly 1800's, Just low closely 
related to my own family, PE have not been able to find for sure, 
Vhere were Jesse and Henry Wells who became prominent in public 
allairs. Jesse served as County Judge (1854-1860). [le om. Mary 1, 
Caldwell, daughter of David Caldwell, in 1833, and reared six chil- 
dren—David, Isracl, Peyton, Betsy, Kate, and) Lynn. 

David was killed in the Civil War; [srael in a car wreck, 

Betsy was a teacher at Evansville, Ind., where she died, 

Kate am. a Smith and moved to Arkansas, 

Peyton Wells (1547-1903) mm. Josephine Cash to whom were 
hor five children—Pred, Henry, Lawrence, J. Ro, and one daughter. 

Jo Reowas an Attorney at Law and so is his sou Tfenry. 

Henry (of Peyton) is at this writing an octogenarian of Simith- 
land, Ky. Tle am. Tda J. Smith and had three children, 

Geneva Wells Coffer is the only one now living, She is Assistant 
Cashiergat Tiline, Ky. 
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AUTHORS: SIX” LIVING CHILDREN /- 
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